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We have been compelled to o:nit many things 
B.aid and done in both houses of congress during the 
resent week; but the record will be brought up 
in our next, after which we will commence the publi- 
cation of the leading speeches and reports, any of 
which are of great interest just now, and useful for 


eference. 





We have crowded our pages with a variety of | 
jnteresting articles relating to the nevements upon 
he northeastern frontier, including the bill from the 
soimittee on foreign relations, giving to the presi- 
jent of the United States additional powers for the 
efence of the country in case it should be invaded 
py a foreign power. The report which accompa- 
ied the bill, shall have a place in our next. 
The debate upon this question is still going on 
with much animation in both houses, and indicates 
put one opinion as tothe propriety of placing the 
Weountry in a condition to repel au attempt on the 
part of Great Britain to enforce, by arms, her claim 
o exclusive jurisdiction over the disputed ter- 
itory, and a bill to that effect will be passed with 
reat unanimity. But from all we see and hear, 
e are confident that the question will be settled in 
Whe amicable spirit ind‘ zated in the agreeinent be- 
ween the president of the United States and the 
British minister. The large body of British troops 
ssembled in New Brunswick and Canada, estima- 
ed at 15,000, bas, however, created a different im- 
ression in the minds of some persons, who think 
hat the British government is resolved to vex an 
“Gssue for which she is so well prepared; and is 
ather disposed to avenge the aileged supineness 
of this government in restraining our citizens from 
Gnvading the Canadas. This is ashort-sighted view 
of the subject, for nothing can be inore certain than 
hatin case of a rupture between the two coun- 
ries, the Canadas would throw off their allegiance 
and act with the United States against Great Brit- 
ain as against a common enemy ; and she might thus 
ose more territory than she would gain if her de- 
ands upon our northeastern border were com- 
‘plied with in their greatest latitude. There are, 
@esides, a hundred reasons connected with her poli- 
Wry and the relations existing between the two coun- 
“Aries, which forbid the idea of a collision, unless un- 
er circumstances of great aggravation; as for in- 
lance, a persistance in the ground of exclusive 
urisdiction set up by the lieutenant-governor of 
lew Brunswick. The question would then be- 
ome one which might involve the national bonor, 
Bout which there should be no hesitation or com- 
promise ; and with the fixed opinion of the people 
pl the United States, that the territory in question 
i ightfully belongs to us, all would unite witn deter- 
Bained zeal to repel the invaders. 





















Treasury NoTEs. Treasury department, March 
, 1339. The whole amount of treasury notes, au- 
horized by the act of October 12, 1837, has been 
massued, viz: $10,000,000 

mf that issue there has 


been redeemed the sum 
of 





8,270,130 


ae 





eaving outstanding of the first issue 
thesuin of 


n lieu of those redeemed there has 

been issued under the act of May, 
| 21,1838, the sumof $5;709,810 01 
Uf that issue there has 


been redeemed the 
sum of 


_ $1,729,870 
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886,733 57 








eaving of the second issue outstand- 
ing the sum of $4,823,076 44 





gsregate amount outstanding $6,552.946 44 








Levit Woopsury, 
Secretary of the treasury. 





Hurricane at Martinique. Department of 
ate, Washington, March 1, 1839. 


tract from a letter received ut this department 
from the United States consul at St. Pierre, Mar- 
finique, dated February 7, 1839. 

I have to inform your honor that in conse- 
pitence of the recent disaster, the governor and, 
Vor. VI. S16. 1. 
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council have been pleased to throw open the ports 
of this island for the next six months on all kinds 
fe breadstuffs and building materials, free from 
uty. 
* Also, the colonial duty on molasses is with- 
drawn for the like period of time, making molasses 
come about one dollar less on a hogshead than here- 
tofore.” 





THE NEWS AND THE MARKETS. The New York 
Courier of Tuesday, says: 

The advices from England relative to flour and 
cotton, received by the steam ship Liverpool, [see 
page 4,] to the 6th inst. have been generally re- 
garded as unfavorable, particularly to the former 
article, and had the effect of suspending any further 
operations. Holders of cotton, however, are firm 
at the previous asking prices, from which they show 
no disposition to recede. The price of flour is also 
nominally the same—though we understand that 
western could have been purchased to-day at $3.87, 
and Georgetown at $8,50a8,62 1-2, a decline of 
12 1-2 cents per barrel on Saturday’s prices. The 
quotations for American flour at Liverpool on the 
6th inst. was 40a42s per 198 lbs.—the latter price 
only obtained for small parcels. 

The steam ship Great Western went to sea this 
afternoon at half past one o'clock, having been de- 
tained until that hour, in order to admit of the let- 
ters by the Liverpool being answered by this oppor- 
tunity. The Western takes out an unusually large 
number of letters, no less a sum than $1,450 having 
been taken for postage at the Merchants’ Exchange 
reading rooms alone. 





Mr. Price. We find the following letter from 
this gentleman, said to be genuine, ina New York 
paper. The National Intelligencer is authorized to 
say it was not addressed to his son. 

Copy. 
London, Dec. 26, 1838. 





My dear 

By the arrival of the packet Independence, 
I have the New York papers of the 7th instant, 
abounding with the most scandalous conjectures, 
in respect to my visit to this country. 


The circumstances inducing it were wholly of a 
private nature, and would not on pain of the most 
unsparing obloquy, seem to require a bill of parti- 
culars. 

But I deem it to be my duty to state to you, that 
the charge of my being a defaniter in office is, 
wholly unfounded. That in the last five years, 
millions of government claims have been deposited 
with me for collection, aud that upon the adjust- 
ment of my claims upon government for their prose- 
cution and colJection, the balance will be adjudged 
to be against the government. 

It has been too much the fashion of the times, 
to condemn public agents, upon ex parte state- 
ments. . 

At least two memorable cases in the union are 
recorded of district attorneys of the United States 
held up to publie execration as defaulters, who after 
investigation of the charges against them, were 
signally rewarded with a public expression of their 
fellow citizens. 

It is not exactly fair to precede trial by condem- 
nation, and I can only for the present assure you, 
that if my just claims are allowed, the government 
will have as little cause as, I think, individuals 
ever had of complaining of my administration of 
the office I have recently resigned. 

I am, dear sir, 
Yours, 








From Frorrpa. The “Globe” of last night 
contains the following : 


We have just seen a gentleman who left Tallahas- 
see on the 2ist ultimo, from whom we learn that 
murders by the Indians are of every day occurrence 
in that neighborhood. Between the 17th and 21st, 
during this gentleman’s stay at Tallahassee, fifteen 
citizens had been killed by the Indians. The Semi- 
noles have introduced dogs into their warfare. Our 
informant, who is familiar with the military events 
in Florida, tells us he saw, himself, the corpse of a 
militiaman, one of a small party, which had been 
dispersed by the Indians, who had been hunted 


| Fructuosa Riveira entered the cit 





down by dogs, and held at bay until the Indians ap- 
proached and shot him. 

The gentleman to whom we allude, and who has 
had the best opportunity of judging, gives it as his 
opinion, that no mode of expelling the Indians from 
Florida will be so efficacious as that of the military 
occupation bill which has passed the senate ; and 
this, he says, is the general opinion of the people of 
Florida, as well as of the officers employed in the 
mnilitary service there. 





From Buenos Ayres AND MONTEVIDEO. 
the arriva! at Philadeiphia of the brig Madonna, 
capt. Wise, from Buenos Ayres and Moutevideo, 
the editors of the United States Gazette have, 
through the Exchange, files {rom the latter city to 
Devember 22. 

The Montevideo papers are much occupied with 
the official documénts of the general in chief, who 
seetas to have his bands full in correcting the pro- 
ceedings of the courts of justice, the halls of edu- 
cation, and the theatres: for the latter he has ap- 
pointed certain censors and directors. Meanwhile, 
all seeins unsettled in the politics of those delight- 
ful regions, and a victory that promises quiet, seems 
to lead only to a ewentest for spoils. 

We notice that the general in chief, in Monte- 
video, interfered to suspend the sentence of a court, 
pronounced against a man and his son. They were 
to be banished. The motives for mercy were the 
former good conduct of the man and the public 
services of his wife. z 

The political information from the other side of 
the continent, appears to be no later than has been 
previously published. 

A letter to the editor of the Gazette states that 
of Montevideo 
on the 11th of March, with about 1,000 arined men, 
and took possession of the place peaceably. 

The French blockade of Buenos Ayres contin- 
ues with rigor. Passenger packets only are allowed 
by the French admiral to run from Montevideo to 
Buenos Ayres. Rosas still iclds out, and has sent 
by the last British packet a minister plenipoten- 
tiary (Mr. Moseno) to England, to endeavor to in-: 
duce that government to interfere in his behalf. 
American commerce is flourishing at Montevjdeo, 
no less than 17 vessels being in port on the 23d of 
Decewnber ; but produce was very scarce, and had 
risen some 15 a 20 per centum within the last ten 
days—vessels will be detained some time for their 
cargoes. 

The U.S. ship Fairfield and brig Dolphin were 
at Montevideo on the 23d of December: A * brush,’ 
as it is termed, took place between the commander 
of the Dolphin and the commander of the French 
fleet, which is thus stated: 


* Lieutenant,Purviance informed the commander 
of thes French “brig then blockading the port, that 
the American vessel Fleet must be allowed to depart. 
The French commander insisted that he would cap- 
ture her; but it was subsequentiy agreed that the 
Fleet should be convoyed to Montevideo by the Dol- 
phin, and if the French admiral there should think 
the Fleet a prize, she should be givenup. This was 
done, and the French admiral disclaimed any con- 
trol over the F.” 


By 





NORTHEASTERN FRONTIER. Gen. Scoit arri- 
ved inthis city, from his daties on the Canada fron- 
tier, on Saturday last, and left it on Thursday on his 
way to the northeastern frontier, charged with in- 
structions from the executive relative to the exist- 
ing difficulties. 

The New York Commercial of Tuesday evening, 
contains the following interesting abstract of the 
intelligence received since the advices inserted on 
pages 5 and 6, were received: 


After publishing the answer of gov. Fairfield to 
sir John Harvey’s first communication, it proceeds 
to notice the reply of sir John Harvey to the de- 
mand for the release of Mr. McIntyre, dated the 
19th. Itis courteous, but firm. Sir John informs 
governor Fairfield that after examination of Mr. 
McIntyre, the attorney general was of opinion that 
his offence was rather against the law of nations 
than against the laws of the province ; that it was a 
state affair, and therefore to be decided upon by the 
government of Great Britain, to which the c. 
would be referred. 
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In the meantime sir John has ordered the release 
of Mr. McIntyre, on parole that he would present 
himself before the government of New Brunswick 
whenever required to do so. 

Sir John then adds: 

Ist. That if it be the desire of the state of Maine 
that the friendly relations subsisting between Great 
Britain aad the United States shall not be disturbed, 
it is indispensable that the armed force from that 
state now understood to be within the territory in 
dispute, be immediately withdrawn, as otherwise 
I have no alternative but to take military —— 
tion of that territory, with a view to protect her 
majesty’s subjects and to support the civil authori- 
ties in apprehending all persons claiming to exer- 
cise jurisdiction within it. 

2d. That it is my duty to require that all per- 
sons, subjects of her majesty, who may have been 
arrested in the commission of acts of trespass with- 
in the disputed territory, be given up to the tribu- 
nals of the government, there to be proceeded 
against second nk to law. 

3d. That in the event of the rumor which has 
just reached me relative to the arrest, detention, 
and interruption of James McLaughlin, esq., the 
warden of the disputed territory, being correct, that 
that officer be enlarged and the grounds of his de- 
tention explained. 

And concludes by saying : 

“ With regard to trespasses upon the lands of the 
disputed territory, I beg leave to assure you that 
the extent to which these trespasses appear to have 
been carried, as brought to my knowledge by re- 
cent occurrences, will lead me to adopt without any 
delay the strongest and most effectual measures 
which may be in my power, for putting a stop tu 
and preventing the recurrence of such trespasses.”’ 

Upon receipt of this letter, governor Fairfield 
ordered the release of Mr. McLaughlin, the warden, 
also upon parole to surrender himself to the au- 
thorities of Maine, whenever required so to do. 

Then we have a letter from Geo. F. Street, esq. 
solicitor general of New Brunswick, to Mr. Jarvis, 
provisional land-agent, dated at the mouth of the 
Aroostook river, February 17, expressing, by order 
of sir John Harvey, his great surprise at the pre- 
sence of an armed force in the disputed territory, 
“so called,” attempting to exercise jurisdiction 
there, and seizing upon British subjects, without 
having given any notice to the authorities of the 
province, of the causes which led to this act of ag- 
gression. 

He then gives notice that unless the armed force 
is immediately withdrawn, and the prisoners are 
discharged, every person of the aggressing party 
that can be laid hold of will be made prisoner, sir 
John Harvey being expressly ordered by his sove- 
reign to hold the territory inviolate, &c.; to which 
end Mr. Street says, a large military force is assem- 
bling, part of which has already arrived, &c. 

The following passage of the letter we quote 
verbatim : 

«‘In doing this his excellency is very desirous to 
avoid any edilision between her majesty’s troops 
and any of the citizens of the U. States, that might 
lead to bluodshed, and if you remove from the ter- 
ritory peaceably and quietly without further oppo- 
sition, such collision will be avoided—as in that 
case his excellency will not think It necessary to 
move the British troops farther; but if you do not, 
he will in the execution of the commands of the 
British government find it necessary to take milita- 
ry possession of the territory, in order to defend it 
from such innovation, and the consequences must 
be upon your heads, or upon the authority, if any, 
under which you act.” 

Next comes the reply of Mr. Jarvis, dated, 
«Confluence of the St. Croix, township No, 10, 
state of Maine, Feb. 19.” It repudiates the as- 
sumption of Mr. Street, that the position occupied 
by Mr. Jarvis is notin the state of Maine—hopes 
that the land agent, Mr. McIntyre, will be released 
—justifies the arrest of the warden—and concludes 
with the assurance that, being there under orders 
from the government of his state, he, Mr. Jarvis, 
should remain there until otherwise directed by the 
same authority, and should consider the approach of 
an armed force as an act of hostility. 

These papers, it will be seen, give a tolerably 
complete history of what has been said and done 
so far. We add such particulars as have any in- 
terest. thd 

Messrs. Rogers and McIntyre arrived at Bangor 
on the 20th. ‘They were received with a shout of 

ratulation from the assembled multitude, and Mr. 
Rogers made a little speech, in which he declared 
his belief that the difficulty would be settled with- 
outa resort to blows. Mr. McIntyre upset all the 
large stories which had been told by sheriff Strick- 
land, about 300 armed men, &e. Said he was ar- 
yested by some 15 or 20 fellows from the Tobique 





settlement ; that if Strickland had pushed on the 
would have given him up without resistance—and, 
that if he and Mr. McLaughlin had met before 
there would have been no trouble. He said he had 
been treated pretty well, &c. At all which Mr. 
Sheriff Strickland looked particularly foolish, and 
the gallant military heroes began to think that after 
all there would be nothing to fight about. Mr. 
Rogers and Mr. McIntyre then set off for Aucusta. 

Meantime, on the 19th, governor Fairfield had 
ordered out 10,343 of the militia, to be ready for 
an immediate call into active service. 

Messrs. Rogers and MeIntyre reached Augusta 
on the 21st, but their arrival does not seem to have 


cooled down the military fever of gov. Fairfield, for. 


as late as the 23d, we hear of the militia pushing 
on by hundreds to the Aroustook. The state of 
matters is pretty well described in the following 
letter to the Boston Daily Advertiser ; 

** Bangor, Feb. 23, 1839. 

‘* Our city has to-day presented the appearance of 
a sacked town, so litle kas been doing. The re- 
maining troops left early this morning, and carry- 
ing with them as they have a very large number of 
our citizens, our streets has presented a less active 
character than upon ordinary business occasions. 
The excitement of the last few days has subsided, 
and little has been doing. As for news, we have 
none. Many rumors have been abroad during the 
day, but none of them ean be relied upon as true. 
1,700 of Hall’s best rifles have arrived, and a very 
large supply of blankets, which have been sent up. 

It is reported, but with how much truth I am 
unable to say, that 600 Brilish troops had arrived 
at the mouth of the Aroostook, about 80 miles 
from our encampment. I should be rather dispos- 
ed to doubt the correctness of this rumor, though I 
have it from geod authority. 

In my yesterday’s letter, I remarked that colonel 
McLanghlin had been released on his parole. In 
this I. was mistaken—he refuses to accept any 
terms short of an unconditional release, and there- 
fore, refusing to pledge himself, he is still in cus- 
tody.” 

Three hundred young men of Bangor, embrac- 
ing the fire department, have organized intu a bat- 
talion and demanded arnis. 

The remainder of the division that so promptly 
rendezvoused at Bangor, fully equipped, on Thurs- 
day, left town Friday for the seat of war. 

The breast work thrown up by the Maine forces 
at the juncture of the St. Croix and Aroostook, is 
12 feetthick, and mounted by a brass field piece, to 
be reinforced by several more pieces. 

The Boston Times says— 

«The eastern mail arrived last evening at 11 
o’clock. The latest papers from Portland and Au- 
gusta contain nothing new. A rumor prevailed at 
Bangor on Friday that a skirmish had taken place 
on the Aroostook, and that Rines had lost fifty 
men. The rumor, however, was not inthe least 
credited, Passengers in the stage informed us that 
about 1,800 troops had already assembled on the 
Aroostook, and that additions were hourly looked 
for.” 

Later from Maine. The Boston papers of Tues- 
day furnish bunt Jittle additional from the disputed 
territory. The rumor of a collision having taken 
place is not confirmed. The Augusta correspon- 
dent of the Boston Atlas, under date of the 24th 
February, states that no information east of Bangor 
had been received since the 19th. The writer adds: 
‘*Gen. Hodsdon left Bangor on Thursday last with 
one thousand men detailed from his division. A 
part of the detachment ordered from this division 
will leave Augusta on Tuesday next. Most of the 
companies are ordered to assemble here at 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. The adjutant general has or- 
dered the detachment of cavalry of the third divi- 
sion to form a line express from Bangor te the 
Aroostook and to Houston. FE. L. Hamlin, esq., of 
Bangor, late land agent, superintends the line. I 
learn the arrangement will be completed to-mor- 
row—after that lime we can therefore expect daily 
accounts from the frontier. The most intense anxie- 
ty is felt to hear from Washington, to learn what 
course the general government will pursue. It is 
the general opinion of those who know sir John 
Harvey, that he will attempt to drive our forces 
from the disputed territory. This, unless lam very 
much mistaken in the men sent there, he will find 
no easy matter.”’ 

Three deserters are advertised in the Bangor 
Whig of Saturday, viz: Samuel F. Jones, of Ban- 
gor, froin the rifle corps, and William B. Moody, 
and John Powler, (a Frenchman,) from the infan- 
try ; $10 reward are offered for each of them. 

Latest news. The correspondent of the Boston 
Atlas, in a letter, dated at Augusta, Feb. 25, says: 

The troops are collecting at the capitol. They 
will march to-morrow or next day. Last evening 





————:”_ 
intelligence reached us that can be relied Upon 
that our forces under the iminediate command of the 
land agent, pro tem., had advanced from No, jy 
about 40 miles towards Fish river. We are in 2 
state of painful anxiety to hear from them again— 
the moment one drop of blood is shed the peo. 
ple will rush, without waiting for orders, to the 
scene of action, The public mind is wrought 


up to a great excitement. The question is, wil}; 


John Harvey back out? Maine cannot and wil] not 
The legislature of Maine has said by their resolyes 
that the honor and interest of our state demargq 
that a sufficient force shall be placed on the Arogs. 
took and St. John, to protect our property and de. 
fend our rights. If the general government does 
not come tothe rescue then we must make a stro), 
appeal to the patriotism of old Massachusetts, and 
that appeal will not be ineffectual on her chivalric 
sons. Our ship of state has put to sea with a noblo 
cargo; may God bless the voyage. 

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY acknow. 
ledges the receipt of one hundred and forty dollars 
enclosed to him in an anonymous ietter, dated the 18th 
inst. and postmarked “ Raleigh, N.C. Feb. 20,” jn 
which the writer states the money was improperly 
detained by him from the treasury, and requests that 
it may be applied ‘to the legitimate purposes of the 
government.” 

The amount has been deposited to the credit of 
the treasurer of the United States. 

Treasury department, Feb. 22, 1839. 





SUPREME COURT OF THE UNiTED States, Fi. 
day, Feb. 22. In pursuance of the rule requiring 
ten days’ previous notice being given of the time of 
the adjournment, and, also, with a view to enable 
the bar, at an early period, to have an opportunity 
of preparing the remaining causes for argument, 
the court on this day gave notice that the adjourn. 
ment would take place on Monday, the eleventh 
day of March ; and that arguments would be heard 
until Saturday, the ninth day of march. 


On Wednesday, Feb.20. Exparte—Inthe matter 
ef Duncan N. Hennen. Onmotion fora mandamus 
to the judge of the District court United States for 
East Louisiana, requiring said judge to restore the 
petitioner to the office of the clerk of said conrt, 
Mr. justice Thompson delivered the opinion of the 
court in this case, overruling the motion, and re. 
fusing to grant the mandamus prayed for. 





PouND sTERLING. The time has come whena 
tolerable respect for ourselves requires us to adopt 
the practice of stating English exchange in dollars 
and cents. Our chamber of commerce have recom- 
mended the plan, and in consequence of their recom- 
inendation, it has been adopted generally in other 
cities, but here it lags. We trust the negotiations 
for the Great Western, will settle the question for- 
ever, and put an end to the absurd method hereto- 
fore in use, of assuming a false par, nine per cent. 
below par, and then selling bills at nine per cent. 
prem.; just to correct the first error, when in fact 
the result of both operations is just toget at par. We 
print a table to-day, which will enable our friends 
to make their calculations very easily. We beg, 
however, that the price may be stated in dollars, 
cents, and even parts, not in the fi fractions which 
equal a certain per cent.; for that, after all, would not 
get us out of the difficulty. ‘The principal drawers 
will to-day adhere, as we understand, to the new 


method. [N. Y. Journal of Commerce. 
Value of the pound sterling in federal money. 
bare Above pre | Above 
; par. F par. 
Por - - - 4.4444 12 - - 4.7333 
14+ = 4.4555 34 -  - 4.7444 
1-2 - - 4.4666] Tperct. - - 47099 
3-4 - + 4.4777 14 - - 4.7666 
Iperct. - - 4.4888 ees OTT 
1-4 - - 4.5000 3-4 - - 4.7838 
12 - - 4.5111} 8Sperct. - - 4,800 
3-4 - 4.5222 1-4 .- - 48ill 
2perct. - - 4.5333 12 - -. 4,822 
1-4 - - 4.5444 3-4 - - 4,8333 
12 - - 45555] Qperct. - - 4,844 
3-4 - - 45666 1-4 - - 4.8599 
3perct. - - 45777 12 - - 4,8666 
14 - - 453838 34 = + 4877 
12 - + 46000] 10perct. - - 48888 
3-4 - 46111 14 - - 4,9000 
4perct. - + 4.6222 «QM 
1-4 - - 4.6333 3-4 - - 4,9222 
12. « - 4.6444] Ilperet. - - 4,9333 
34 + - 4.6555 14 - - 49444 
Sperct. - - 4.6666 1-2 - - 4.9555 
1-4 - + 4.6777 34 - - 4,9666 
12 - - 4.6888] 12perct. - - 4.9777 
34 - + 4.7000 14 - - 4,988 
6perct. - | - 4.7111 12 - = 5.C00 
14 + © + 4.7222 $4 - + 5oill 
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LATE FROM ENGLAND. | 
} The steam packet ship Liverpool, captain Fay- 
er, arrived at New York frein Liverpool at7 o’- 
lock on Monday morning. Capt. F. left Liverpool 
t half past 3 o’clock on the alternoon of the 5th, 
onsequently she has made her passage In eighteen 
nd a half days. 
By this arrival, we have received from our friend 
eorge Peabody, esq., now in wondon, copious 
‘es of London papers to the 5th of February and 
iverpool to the 6th, both inclusive. We make our 
xtracts, however, from the New York Commer- 
ial Advertiser. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
We hasten to lay before our readers the royal 
eech at the opening of parliament. As usual it 
fords little positive indication of the course inten- 
ed to be pursued, and is in fact remarkable rather 
or the thing omitted than for the things introduced. 
Ve refer to the subject of the corn-laws, soine allu- 
ion to which was confidently expected. We pre- 
ume that by the omission we are to understand that 
ord Melbourne, the head of the cabinet, is opposed 
oany new legislation on the subject. Lord John 
Russell, it is said, will introduce a bill, proposing a 


Hixed duty ; and so there seems to be a prospect of 


at difference in the cabinet, of which we stated 
nur anticipation several weeks ago. 

The Royal William arrived out at Liverpool on 
he 3d of February. 

From the London Slandard of the evening, Feb. 5. 

The business of the second session of parliament 
uring the reign of‘her pr-sent majesty, was opened 
o-day by a speech from the throne. 

The doors af the house of lords were opened at 
1 o’clock for the adinission of peeresses and others 
ho had obtained tickets of adinission from the lord 
reat chamberlain to the body of the house and pain- 
ed gallery ; and shortly after that time the equipage 
bf the nobility and gentry began to arrive in rapid 
uccession. No lady was adwitted into the body of 
he house except in full court dress. 

The yeomen of the guard, in their splendid uni- 
orms, arrived at the house of lords at 11 ©’clock, 
ndtook their stations in the lobby leading to the 
painted chamber. 

' In St. Margaret’s church-yard, Parliament st. and 
long the line of road through which the royal pro- 
ession passed, seats and platforms were erected as 


bsual, and considerable interest existed to obtain a 


iew of our youthful sovereign. Her majesty was 
nthusiastically received by the assembled crowd, 
hronghout the whole progress froin Buckingham 
palace to the house of lords. 

Shortly before two o’clock a discharge of cannon 
anounced that her majesty, accompanied by the 
reat officers of state and the household, had left the 
alace, and was proceeding to the house of lords. 
fhe line through which the procession passed was 
ined with two regiments of the guards. 

The queenarrived at the house oflords about two 
‘clock, which was announced by a discharge of 
annon. Shortly afterwards her majesty, attended 
by the great officers of state, entered the house, and 
ook her seat on the throne. The foreign ambassa- 
ors wore the full costumes of the countries they 
epresented. 

ce majesty having directed their lerdships to be 
eated, 

The lord chancellor directed the usher of the 
lack rod to summon the commons to hear her ma- 
esty’s speech on the opening of parliament. 

In afew minutes the commons appeared at the 
ar, headed by the speaker. The space below the 
ar was crowded with members. After silence had 
been obtained, her majesty in a clear and audible 
oice read the following most gracious speech :— 

The queen’s speech. 
‘My lords and gentlemen : 

“I rejoice to meet you again in parliament. I 
m particularly desirous of recurring to your advice 
nd assistance at a period when many matters of 
reat importance demand your serious and deliber- 
le altention, 


“IT continue to receive from foreign powers grat- 


fying assurances of their desire to maintain with 


ne the most friendly relations. 

“I have concluded with the emperor of Austria 
treaty of commerce, which I trust will extend and 
prove the intercourse between my subjects and 
hose of the emperor. 

“T have also concluded a treaty of the same kind 
with the Sultan, calculated to place the commercial 
elations between my dominions and the Turkish 
‘Mpire upon a better and more secure footing. 

“{ have directed copies of these treaties to be 
ald before you. 

“IT have been engaged, in concert with Austria, 
Trance, Prussia, and Russia, in negotiations, witha 
'ew to a final settlement of the differences between 

lland and Belgium. 





‘A definitive treaty of peace, founded upon ante- 
rior arrangements which had been acceded to by both 
parties, has in consequence been proposed to the 
Dutch and Belgian governments. I have the satis- 
faction toinforin you that the Dutch government has 
already signified to the conference its acceptance of 
that treaty, and [ trust that a similar announcement 
from the Belgian government will put an end to that 
disquietude which the present unsettled state of these 
affairs has necessarily produced. The unanimity of 
the five allied powers affords a satisfactory security 
lor the preservation of peace. 

*‘I lament the continuance of the civil war in 
Spain, which engages my anxious and undiminished 
attention. 

‘Differences which have arisen have occasioned 
the retirement of my minister from the court of Te- 
heran. I indulge, however, the hope of learning 
that a satisfactory adjustinent of these differences 
will allow of the re establishinent of my relations 
with Persia upon their foriner footing of friendship. 

“Events connected with the same differences 
have induced the governor general of India to take 
measures for protecting British interests in that 
quarter ofthe world, and to enter into engagements, 
the fulfilment of which may render military opera- 
tions necessary. For this purpose such prepara- 
tions have been made as may be sufficient to resist 
aggression from any quarter, and to maintain the in- 
tegrity of my eastern dominions. 

“The reform and amendment of the municipal 
corporations of Ireland, are essential to the interests 
of that part of our dominions. 

“ Itis also urgent that you should apply yourselves 
to the prosecution and completion of those maxims 
which have been recommended by the ecclesiasti- 
cal commissioners of England, for the purpose of in- 
creasing the efficacy of the established church, and of 
confirming its hold upon the affections of the people. 

“The better enforcement of the law and the more 
speedy and certain administration of justice, are of 
the first importance to the welfare of this communi- 
ty, and I feel assured that you will beanxious to de- 
vote yourselves to the examination of the measures 
which will be submitted to you for the purpose of 
obtaining these beneficial results. 

“« Gentlemen of the house of commons: I have di- 
rected the annual estimates to be prepared and laid 
befere you. 

“Adhering to the principles of economy, which is 
my desire to enforce in every Gepartment of the state, 
I felt it my duty to recommend that the adequate 
provision be made for the exigencies of the public 
service. I fully rely on your loyalty and patriotism 
to maintain the efficiency of those establishments 
which are essential to the strength and security of 
the country. 

‘“* My lords and gentlemen: 

“Tt is with great satisfaction that I am enabled to 
inform you that throughout the whole of my West 
Indian possessions the period fixed by law for the fi- 
nal and complete emancipation of the negroes, has 
been anticipated by acts of the colonial legislature, 
and that the transition froin the temporary system 
of apprenticeship to entire freedom has taken plaee 
without any disturbance of public order and tran- 
quillity. Any measure which may be necessary in 
order to give full effect to this great and beneficial 
change, will, I have no doubt, receive your careful at- 
tention. 

«T have to acquaint you, with deep concern, that 
the province of Lower Canada has again been dis- 
turbed by insurrection, and that hostile incursions 
have been made into Upper Canada by certain 
lawless inhabitants of the United States of North 
America. ‘These violations of the public peace have 
been premptly suppressed by the valor of my forces 
and the loyalty of my Canadian subjects. The 
president of the United States has called upon the 
citizens of the union to abstain from preceedings in- 
compatible with the friendly relations which subsist 
between Great Britain and the U. States. 

“IT have directed full information upon all these 
matters to be laid before you; and I recommend the 
present state of these provinces to your serious con- 
sideration. I rely upon you to support my firm de- 
termination to maintain the authority of my crown, 
and I trust that your wisdom will adopt such mea- 
sures as will secure to those parts of my empire the 
benefit of internal tranguill ty, and the full advan- 
tages of their own great national resources. — 

“I have observed with pain the persevering ef- 
forts which have been made in some parfs of the 


country to excite my subjects to disobedience and, 


resistance to the law, and to recommend dangerous 
and illegal practices. For the counteraction of all 
such designs I depend upon the efficiency of the 
law, which it will be my duty to enforce, upon the 
good sense and right disposition of my people, upon 
their attachinent to the principles of justice, and their 
abhorrence of violence and disorder. 


> aim, 


*‘T confidently commit all these great interests to 
your wisdom, and Limplore Almighty God to assist 
and prosper your counsels.” 

The condition of the navy was still discussed with 
great eagerness in the London papers. A semi-offi- 
cial statement had been published, showing the num- 
ber of frigates, ships of the line, &c. in commission, 
or in such a state as to be quickly brought into em- 
ployment, if necessary ; and caking out a very fa- 
vorable case for England, as coinpared with France 
and Russia. The particulars of this statement, on 
the other hand, have been vehemently attacked by 
the Times and other opposition journals, and by offi- 
cers of the navy, all contending, that ‘* the wooden- 
walis of old England” are wretchedly inefficient, 
and that either Russia or France, with their large 
and well-appointed marine, might at any moment 
sweep the coast of England without opposition. _ 
A provincial paper says that sir Robert Peel will 
support lord John Russell in his advocacy of a modi- 
fication of the corn-laws. 

Letters received in this city state that the Oxford 
will sail from Liverpool on the 18th March. 

The city of Bath was thrown into consternation 
on the 25th of January, by the tidings, which proved 
too true, that Mrs. Tugwell, the wife of the senior 
partner in the Bath bank, had killed herself and two 
children, in a momentof insanity. She was but 81 
years of age, amiable, accomplished, and universally 
beloved. The details are painfully interesting. 

On Thursday she came froin her residence, No. 1, 
Whitcomb-crescent, with her husband and children, 
into Bath, where, alter proceeding to make purcha- 
ses at various shops, she was seen walking along the 
bank of the canal, acco:npanied by her children, as 
late as three o’clock in the afternoon; she then, it 
appears, returned liome, and desiring the butler to 
give her a decanter of sherry, took her children into 
a suinmer-house in the garden, saying she was going 
to give them atreat. Having proceeded there, she 
mixed some prussic acid with the wine, which she 
adininistered to the whole of the three children, and 
then took some herself. Fortunately the eldest boy 
(10 years of age) did not like the taste of the wine, 
and drank only a small portion, which, as he says, 
caused him to sleep, and upon awaking he found his 
mother sitting apparently asleep, with his two broth- 
ers, who were twins of 8 years of age, one lying at 
her feet and the other across her breast. 

Finding himself very ill, and having in vain tried 
to awaken them, he rushed to the door, which he 
found Jocked, but at length succeeded in alarming 
the house, when the servants found their mistress 
and the children dead. No cause can be assigned 
for this melancholy act, but the lady must have 
been for some considerable time meditating upon 
it, as she had procured several bottles of prussic 
acid, and taken the precaution to destroy the labels; 
a portion of ove of the labels remained, which, from 
its cirty state, indicated that it had been some time 
in the house. 

The murderer of lord Norbury has not yet been 
discovered. A number of persons had been ar- 
rested on suspicion, but they were all discharged. 

A letter from Constantinople in the Times of 
January 29, states that Mr. McNeill, the British 
ambassador at the court of Persia, had again found 
it necessary to break off all communication with the 
government, and leave the capital for the Turkish 
frontier.” The shah is said to have manifested a 
spirit of the bitterest hostility to England; anda 
rupture between the two countries was regarded as 
inevitable. Many of the British merchants were 
preparing to leave Persia, in the confident expecta- 
tion of hostilities. It was reported that the sale of 
British merchandise had heen prohibited. 

A memorial has been presented to the queen in 
council, from the chamber of commerce of St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, praying for the abolition of 
the house of assembly, on tlie ground that its mem- 
bers are the nominees of the Catholic clergy. 

An iron steamboat, 145 feet long and 25 feet wide, 
was launched at Dumbarton on the 22d of January. 
She is intended for South America, and is fitted u 
for passengers only, of whem she can carry 1,000. 
When launched, she drew only 18 inches water, 
and with her machinery and cargo is to draw but 
three feet. 

The duchess-countess of Sutherland died on the 
28th of January, in the 74th year of herage. She 
was countess of Sutherland in her own right, and 
duchess by marriage. 

On the same day died sir William Beechy, the 
artist, aged 86. 

It is stated in one of the papers that Mr. sergeant 
Wilde, being applied toby one of the Canadian 
prisoners for his professional assistance, was pro- 
hibited from acting for them by the government. 

The publisher of the Times has been sentenced 
to a fine of £200 for the libel on sir John Conray. 





The government has set on foot an investigation 
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to ascertain whether the late rise in the price of 
wheat, &c. has or has not actually been caused by 
a deficiency inthe crop. _ 

‘Phe case of the Canadian prisoners was not yet 
decided. Our readers will remember that it was 
under discussion in two courts, the court of queen’s 
bench and the court of exchequer, writs of habeas 
corpus having been granted in each. 

In the court of queen’s bench the case was ar- 
gued in part on the 28th; but on the 30th Mr. Hill, 
of counsel for the prisoners, informed the court that 
proceedings were going on in the exchequer, and, 
with his consent, the chief justice determined to 
postpone the farther consideration until the decision 
of that court should be made. The argument in 
the court of exchequer was deferred until the next 
term. 

Liverpool, Feb. 6. 

The North America will be a full ship about 
noon this day, and will shut out about 15 or 20 
tons fine goods. At present she has but one cabin 
passenger. 

Extract from a letter from capt. Rathbone, of the 
packet ship Oxford, dated 

Liverpool, Feb. 6, 1839. 

The ship bas been thoroughly examined and not 
a tiinber in her has been broken. We shall put an 
entire new keel into her, and also two or three ex- 
tra thick streaks of a side, about twenty iron stand- 
ard knees between decks and cabin, also one or 
two extra hooks or riders at each end of her, se that 
she will be, if possible, stronger than she was be- 
fore. 

We shall probably get the Pennsylvania’s fore 
and main mast. All her spars are now in the pier 
head, except her main-mast, which I think will be 
taken out this day. 

We have estimates of the probable cost of the re- 
pairs, outfits, &c., of the ship, which will be from 
£3,500 to £4,000, of which a large portion will. 
come under general average; I therefore think that 
about three-fourths of the above named sum will 
fall on the underwriters. 

London, Feb. 5, 12 o’clock. The chief topic of 
conversation this morning is the queen’s speech, to 
be delivered this afternoon to both houses of par- 
liament. 

Consols opened this morning at the quotations 
they closed at yesterday, 924 3-8, money 92 3-8 4 
for the account. No speculations of consequence 
have taken place as yet. Exchequer bills 66 68 ; 
bank stock 2024 203. 

Half-past one. Consols may be guoted at 92 3-8 
for the account, money 92} 3-8. Exchequer bills 
66 68. 

From the London papers of February 5. 
STATE OF IRELAND. 
From the Dublin Evening Packet. 

Effects of the late meeting in Tullamore. On the 
night of the radical meeting at Tullamore, the 22d 
ult. captain Belton was attacked by five or six ruf- 
fians, at the hill of Ballyduff, in the parish of Dur- 
row ; they laid in wait for him ina plantation of 
lord Norbury’s, and brutally assaulted him on the 
head with bludgeons. ‘Three persons are in cus- 
tody charged with the offence. On the same night 
the police were attacked in Frankfort, and assault- 
ed by some of the people, who, no doubt, had been 
engaged atthe meeting. Some prisoners the police 
had taken for rioting were rescued, 

[ Leinster Express. 
FRANCE. 

The ministry had not been re-orzanized, and in 
consequence of the crisis the king had prorogued 
the chambers, and dissolved the chamber of depu- 
ties. The new elections were to held on the 2d of 
March. 

M. Dupin had interviews with the king, previ- 
ous to the prorogation, on the subject of forming a 
new ministry, but they appear to have resulted in 
nothing. 

It is now declared that count Mole and his col- 
leagues will remain in office, their resignations not 
having been accepted by the king. 

BELGIUM AND HOLLAND. 

No event has yet taken place, resulting from the 
accession of France to the agreement of the proto- 
coling powers. The news was received in Brus- 
sels with considerable excitement, and in the cham- 
ber there was talk of war, &c., but France was 
pushing forward large bodies of troops to the fron- 
tier, and the general opinion was that the treaty 
would be fulfilled, without a cessation of peace. 

Correspondence of the Commercial Advertiser. 

Liverpool, February 5. 

The inquiry for cotton continues moderate, and 
principally from the trade, who, from the depressed 
state of trade at Manchester, have no inducement 
to purchase beyond their immediate wants; and 
holders being firm, and unwilling to submit to any 
decline, the market is quiet at former prices. 





Corn markets. Liverpool, Tuesday, Feb. 5. We 
have again to notice a fair importation of foreign 
wheat, together with a good supply of Irish flour, ' 
but of other articles of the trade the imports since 
this day se’nnight have been light. Throughout 
the week the trade generally has continued dull, 
but there has latterly been less disposition to press 
sales, and except as regards the lower qualities of 
foreign and Irish wheat, which were on Friday 
offering at rather lower terms, the prices of Tues- 
day have been sustained. Odessa soft wheat has 
sold at 9s; Marianopoli, at 9s 6d to 10s; French red 
at 103 and white at 10s 6d, Baltic red at 10s 6d to 
10s 9d ; Danzig, 11s to 11s 6d; English, from 11s 
to 12s; and Irish, from 8s to 9s 6d, per 70 Ibs. 


CASE OF COMMODORE ELLIOTT, 

The following are the minority reports from the 
special. committee of the house of representatives, 
to whom were referred the official papers in the 
case of commodore Elliott: 

REPORT OF MESSRS. NAYLOR AND CHAMBERS, 

_ The undersigned, two of the minority of the spe- 
cial committee to whom was referred the report of 
the secretary of the navy, containing the charges of 
passed midshipman Barton against captain Jesse 
D. Elliott, of the United States navy, and who 
were appointed, under the resolution of the house 
of the 14th instant, to inquire into the official con- 
duct of the said Elliott while in command of the 
squadron in the Mediterranean, and particularly in- 
to the allegations of tyranny and oppression towards 
the officers of his command, submit the following 
report: 

The undersigned, differing with the majority of 
the committee as to the propriety of not commen- 
cing the investigation at this late stage of the ses- 
sion, and as the report of the majority will be pre- 





served among the records of the house, they feel it: 


due to themselves to place by its side evidence of 
an equally perinanent character, that, in their opin- 
ion, the time allowed by the house for the prosecu- 
tion of the inquiry was sufficient for the purpose, 
and that it was the imperative duty of the commit- 
tee at once to have proceeded with it. 

The complaints against captain Jesse D. Elliott 
are strong and numerous ; and the committee all 
agree that they require investigation. They have 
been made and circulated in various forms through 
the country, and, so far as they have reached the 
ears of the undersigned, through letters, personal 
communications with individuals who, from their 
situation, are likely to be acquainted with the facts, 
ard from the public prints, may be put dewn as fol- 
lows : 

He is charged with the most cruel, inhuman and 
brutal conduct towards passed midshipman Barton, 
when sick and wounded ; causing him to be drag- 
ged from his cot, and removed from his vessel, at 
the ost imminent peril of his life, at a time when 
he was racked with agonizing pain; and that, too, 
against the earnest remonstrance of his surgeon and 
the most affecting appeal from the sufferer. 

He is charged with ungentlemanly and unofficer- 
like conduct towards his officers, with oppressing, 
disgracing, and confining them, without cause and 
without accusation, and, when so confined and dis- 
graced, with denying to them a trial, and refusing 
to communicate to thein the cause of his displea- 
sure. 

He is charged with erdeavoring to bolster up his 
reputation, and toenrich and sustain himself against 
the charges of his officers, by procuring to be wrung 
from the hard earned pittance of his crew costly 
presents of plate. 

He is charged with importing in his frigate large 
numbers of asses, horses, and other animals, as mer- 
chandise, with a view to promote his own private 
gains ; and for the sustenance and accommodation 
of such animals he has deprived his officers and 
crew of their rightful and necessary quarters, and 
sacrificed their health, comfort, and safety, besides 
exposing his ship to the dangers of conflagration, 
and rendering her, for the time, utterly unfitted for 
action. 

He is charged with taking such course in his 
command as tended to induce mutiny among the 
crew, and, when the mutiny broke out, with omit- 
ting to take such manly and officerlike measures 
as were necessary for its suppression, 

He is charged with oppressing his officers with 
vexatious and canseless courts-martial ; with viola- 
ting the constitution of the United States, by recei- 
ving presents from foreign powers; and with daily 
acts of petty tyranny, unofficerlike and ungentle- 
manly conduct. 

He is charged with gathering together ex parte 
affidavits, letters and papers, to crush such of his 
officers as complain of his injuries, and lodging 
them in the navy department against them, thereby 
deceiving the department and the people, doing 


gross injustice to the complainants, as well ag , 
his own honor; instead of meeting his accuser 
with the front of conscious innocence, beiora | 
competent tribunal, and wiping from his name ' 
possible, the stain which sach charges attach to j, 
These charges have, some of them, been made, 
the navy department, and present, as all the con 
mittee agree, a case requiring investigation. 
The undersigned are of opinion that investi 

tion into alleged abuses and oppressions such’ 
these, is among the highest duties of the represent, 
tives of the people. They cannot think, with | 

majority of the committee, that the early termin, 
tion of the session should have formed the excy, 
for the non-performance of this most importay 
duty; but, on the contrary, that the investigatio, 
should have been made at all sacrifices of time ay 
ease; justice should have been done as well to th, 
accused as to the accusers ; the truth or falsity , 
these charges ought to have been made manifest, jf 
all the remaining days and nights of the seggjq, 
































































































were no duties paramount to it—the vindication , 
violated rights is of the very first importance, 

In the opinion of the undersigned, the committe 
might have completed the investigation, and had 
also, time for the performance, in the fullest map, 
ner, of all their congressional duties. By sitting 
early in the mornings and late in the evenings, the 
might have appropriated six or seven hours a day 
to the purpuses of their inquiry, and have been eye 
present during the sittings of the house—a tim 
which, if the investigation had been proceeded j; 
when the committee first organized, would hay 
been ample for a thorough evisceration of the whok 
case. 

Having thus briefly stated their views of why 
they conceived to be the duties of the committee, 
and protesting against being held to a responsibility 
for the non-performance of that which they te. 
lieved to be a sclemn obligation, due to the nay 
and the country, and imposed upon the committe 
by an almost unanimous vote of the house of re. 
presentatives, they have done all that they propose; 
to themselves in aking this report. 

CHARLES NAYLOR, 
JOHN CHAMBERS. 

Washington, February 19, 1839. 

REPORT OF MR. LYON. 

The undersigned, a member of the committee ap 
pointed under the resolution of the house of the 
14th of February, ‘‘ to inquire into the official con. 
duct of captain Jesse D. Elliott, of the Unite 
States navy, while in command of the squadron it 
the Mediterranean in the years 1837 and 1838, and 
particularly into the allegations cf tyranny and op. 
pression towards the officers under his command,’ 
dissented from the majority of the committee, it 
declining, for the reasons stated in their report ani 
resolutions, to proceed with the investigation, ani 
in asking to be discharged from the further con: 
sideration of the subject. The committee havin; 
made no progress in the investigation, the under 
signed has lad no opportunity of ascertaining th 
precise nature of the complaints made aginst tlt 
conduct of capt. Eliiott, and, of course, has i 
opinion to express thereon, either favorable or ur 
favorable. ‘ 

The house of representatives having, by the reso: 
lution under which the committee was organized, 
made it their duty to make the investigation, the ut 
dersigned was willing, so far as he was concerne 
to proceed in the execution of the order of th 
house, and to prosecute the same to as early a ter 
mination as the importance of the subject, the 
character of the navy, and the rights of the office 
implicated, would authorize. 


and to the officer whose conduct is involved in the 
inquiry, that complaints such as have been made If 
debate, and such as seem to be implied by, the res 
lntion, should undergo a full and thorough invest 
ration, and, if found to be true, the proper corret 
tive should be applied. If found untrue, it is 1m 
portant that the officer complained of should be re 
i censure. 

lieved froin cen os LYON. 





COMMODORES PORTER AND ELLIOT? 
From the Baltimore Sun of the 27th ult. 

We publish below two letters from those distin: 
guished individuals. In a former publication ° 
commodore Porter, it was stated that he and com 
modore Elliott never were on terms of intimacy 
friendship, and these letters, a portion of a ste 
correspondence, are designed to exhibit the pan 
in the light of free correspondents. Thus or 
for an explanation. Without expressing an 00 
ion, we give them on the ground of a willingn® 
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ott; the originals are in our possession. 
| ’ [Copy.} 
U. S. ship Constitution, off Tunis, 
Oct. 20th, 1836. 
My DEAR COMMODORE: I was in hopes to find 
sy here On my arrival, and cannot but express my 
jsappointment, notwithstanding I shouki have to 
form a serious quarantine. take pleasure in 
forming you that three of your sons are aboard of 
he squadron, one of which, little Henry, I will 
ave here for you, as I am without advices from 
e government, respecting him, and presuming 
at will meet your wishes. I find he is a very 
art, intelligent boy, but will require something of 
taut rein upon him to make a man of him. 
he others I will order to the vessel that comes to 
rry you to Constantinople in the spring, so that 
pu may see them, as [ suppose they would like 
remain out on this station. While at Jerusalem, 
e missionaries there requested me to speak to, 
ehemet Ali about enclosing a piece of ground for 
cemetery, a copy of their statements } herewith 
close you, which I did during an interview with 
,and he assented to it at once, but stated, to 
oid difficulty from the other seets, that it would 
well to obtain a firman from the sultan, though 
s assent was the main thing, and I wrote them to 
ply directly to you on this subject. While pass- 
along the coast of Syria, I could not but notice 
e necessity of our commercial affairs being on a 
ting with those of England, France, and Russia, 
d as I found H. H. 80 very favorably disposed 
vards our country, I put the question to him di- 
t. He most willingly granted it, and said that 
would want a firman from the sultan, though it 
sa mere form, as he granted the substance him- 
f. He drew my attention particularly to Mr. 
apeaud, our consul at Beyroot, who, he says es- 
blishes agencies and vice-consuls at places where 
have no need of one, and thereby deprives him 
the right over his own subjects, who are pro- 
ted by the agencies. H.H. is very anxious to 
vea consul general at Alexandria, through whom 
hat agencies are necessary on the coast of Syria, 
established, so that all the correspondence, &c. 
t may arise can be conducted with him. I men- 
n these things not with a view to interfere in the 
st with whatever appertains to your official mat- 
s, but merely to inform you how matters stand 
re just now, and of the state of feeling of H. H. 
‘ards our country, and its representatives. He 
d me a visit while at Alexandria, and I received 
} treated him in such a manner that will not soon 
forgotten. Ihave this suunmer made a very ac- 
tcruize. After leaving Mahon the Jast of May, 
buched at Toulon, Genoa, Leghorn, Civita Vec- 
a, Naples, Palermo, Messina, Corfu, Milo Na- 
i, Athens, Crete, along the coast of Syria, Tri- 
, Beyroot, Sidon, Jaffa, Alexandria, off Tripoli, 
now here, IT intend from this to go to Mahon, 
uot for winter quarters, only to prepare my sqad- 
lor a cruize, as my intention is tu keep actively 
loyed while in commandin the Mediterranean. 
ir letters will find me by addressing them to 
raltar for the next three months; after that at 
seilles. Wishing you a speedy restoration to 
d health, I remain 
sincere and very respectfully, 
our most obedient serv’t. 
pigned) . J, D. ELLIOTT, Com’g, Sc. §c. 
com. Porter, 
arge d'affairs, Constantinople, (now at Tunis.) 
-S. I should like to show the North Carolina at 
stantinople and Odessa in the spring. Write 
what you think, and if it can be done. 
Tunis, Nov. 17th, 1836. 
*¥ DEAR SIR: You will herewith receive my 
lal reply to those parts of your letter which call 
and now allow me to express to you my sin- 
thanks for your considerate kindness in leaving 
little boy at Tunis, and intentions with regard to 
other sons, whom I shall be rejoiced to see. 
endeavored to get to Tunis to meet you on or 
t the time you were expected to return from 
‘evant, but in consequence of delays, caused 
ant of conveyance from Leghorn and Mar- 
®s, this could not take place, nor could I see my 
‘ illiam on account of the sailing of the vessel 
tought me here about half an hour before the 
*ppointed for meeting him at the health office, 
le latter place. 
‘ope your cruize in the East has been as pleasant 
re have been interesting, and improving to 
cers, who, doubtless, particularly the younger 
» wl derive more advantage from active employ- 


wy sea than in spending their time uselessly at 


hopes that it will be perfectly restored after passing 
the winter here. 

Accept my best wishes for your health end happi- 
ness, and believe me to be 

Your obedient, humble servant, 
DAVID PORTER. 

Com. Jesse D. Elliott, 
Commanding U. S. squadron, Mediterranean. 





CORRESPONDENCE—PUBLIC LANDS. 

Ata meeting of the Democratic Whig Associaticn 
of the 10th ward, held at Columbian hall, on the eve- 
ning of the 18th February, inst. the following corres- 
pondence was read and directed to be published. 


New York, January 22, 1839. 


Str: We have the honor of enclosing, by order of 
the Democratic Whig Association of the tenth ward 
of the city of New York, a copy of certain resolu- 
tions adopted by that body on the 14th instant. 

The association considered it not inappropriate al 
this time, when so strong an effort is making to di- 
vert the splendid patrimony of the public lands from 
its legitimate objects, to awaken general attention 
to the subject, and to encourage, with a favorable 
voice, (which it is hoped will be responded to from 
other popular bodies, ) those advocates of equal jus- 
tice who have steadily resisted the proposed scheme 
of spoliation. Among those who, on the floor of 
congress, have fought that good fight, no one has 
been more persevering or distinguished than your- 
self. You have surveyed all the various bearings 
of the question, not with the narrow views ofa 
mere politician calculating local and temporary re- 
sults, or sacrificing the national interest to those of 
particular individuals or states, but with the enlight- 
ened judgment of a patriotic statesman, providing 
for the good of the whole, and equally for the pre- 
sent and the future. 

It is a subject of lasting regret, in which impartial 
men of all parties wiil at no distant day participate, 
that the bill upon this subject, which you introduced 


my endeavors to protect and preserve it for the be- 
nefit of all the states and people of the union. 

I share with you, gentlemen, in regret, on account 
of the failure of the bill to distribute the nett pro- 
ceeds of the public lands, which passed both houses 
‘of congress. It was defeated by a high-banded and 
daring violation of the constitution. Ifithad gone 
into operation, there would have been no extraordi- 
nary surplus in the treasury, no disturbance of the 
financial and business concerns of the country by 
a bungling removal oi the depesites, no temptation 
to those alarming and annual appropriations which 
have been recently made by the federal government, 
and I believe no suspension of specie payinents by 
the banks. Now thatthe public attention is awak- 
ened to this great national resource, I trust that the 
projects to which I have adverted will be checked, 
and that it wiil be cherished and preserved for the 
common benefit of all the people of the United 
States and their posterity. 

I request, gentlemen, your acceptance of my 
thanks, for the flattering and friendly manner in 
which you have communicated the resolutions of 
the Democratic Association of the tenth ward, and 
of the high consideration with which, 

Fam, your friend and obedient servant, 
H. CLAY. 
Messrs. Wm. Turner, and J. Turner Dodge, &c. 


NORTH-EASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The following message from the governor of 
Maine, was sent tothe house by the secretary of 
state : 

To the senate and house of representatives : 

Since my last communication to you upon the 
subject of the trespassers upon the public lands, 
there has been forwarded to me a proclamation of 
the governor of the province of New Brunswick, 
which I deem it my duty to communicate to you, 
with a statement of my proceedings consequent 
thereon. By this proclamation, it seems that, while 
the lieutenant governor disavows any authority 








at a former session and which passed through both 
houses of congress, framed as it was upon principles | 
of enlarged policy and justice to all the states, and | 
carrying with it the commendation and support of | 
persons of politics so very opposite, should have | 
been errested by the personal prejudices against | 
yourself of the then executive. | 

Although thus prevented from appearing a3 a law | 
on our national statute-book, yet the impartial his- 
torian will treasure it up, amongst those magnificent 
and profound conceptions whieh entitle you, more | 
than any one of our livingstatesmen, to be consider- | 
ed, emphatically, the originator and father of useful | 
and patriotic measures of legislation. It will be re- 
garded by posterity as another addition to those bril- 
liant acts of your political life, which, aseending al- 
ways by a happy gradation, show how conspicuous- 
ly in your case, have been united the gifts (so rare- 
ly seen together) of an unsurpassed eloquence, with 
clearness and profoundness of views in legislation 
and practical action. 

Perinit us to accompany this aet of official duty 
with the expression of feelings of personal respect. 

We are your very obedient servants, 


WM. TURNER, 
J. TURNER DODGE, 
Secretary Democratic Whig Association, 
Tenth Ward, New York, 
Hon. Henry Clay. 


Washington, 9th February, 1839. 

Gentlemen—I have duly received your letter, 
transmitting certain resolutions adopted by the De- 
mocratic Whig Association of the tenth ward, in 
the city of New York, in relation to the public do- 
main; and I request you to make the association 
iny profound acknowledgments for the notice 
with which it has honored my name. I rejoice that 
the people, in their primary assemblies, and in their 
proper communities, are directing their attention 
to this greatinterest. It was high time that it should 
receive their earnest consideration. Faithfully ad- 
ministered, the public lands may be made power- 
tully instrumental in the advancement of the pros- 
perily of the present generation, and of their pros- 
perity for a long succession of ages. But they have 
been in danger of being swept away by pre-emp- 
tions, Indian reservations, graduation bills, and fi- 
nally cessions of the ecoimmon property of all the 
states to the particular states in which it is situated. 
And most of these projects, urged under the plau- 
sible pretext of benefitting the poor settler, have 
stimulated speculation, and tended to aggrandize 
the speculator to the prejudice both of the honest 
emigrant and the people of the United States. | 
have felt it to be my duty to oppose these projects ; 
and it is a dupletubte evidence of the loose morality 
which prevails in respect to the public property, 





fiid the state of my health greatly im roved 
, my departure froia Malta, and haste ‘trons 





that J-have been denounced and calumniated for 


from his government for the seizure of the land 
agent, he yet speaks of the attempt of the civil 
authorities of this state to drive a band of armed 
trespassers from our public lands as ** an outrage” 
and an invasion of the térritory of the province of 
New Brunswick, and avows the fact of having or- 
dered ‘a suflicient military force” to repair to the 
place where the land agent’s party are endeavoring 
to execute your resolve of the 24th of January, and 
to repel what he thus regards as an invasion of 
the province of New Brunswick. Immediately 
upon the receipt of this extraordinary document, I 


tock measures to hasten the departure of the rein- 


forceinent of the land agent’s party, understood to 
have been assembled at Bangor, awaiting orders, 
and numbering between fourand five hundred ; and 
also issued an order to major general Isaac Hodg- 
don, of the 3d division, to detach one thousand men, 
by draught or otherwise, properly officered and 
equipped, who were to rendezvous at Bangor, and 
then proceed, at the earliest possible moment, to the 
place occupied by the land ageut’s party, on or near 
the Aroostook river, there to render such aid as 
would enable the land agent to carry into effect the 
resolve of the 24th of January. 

I also despatched a special messenger with a 
communication to major Kirby, of the United States 
artillery, commanding at Hancock’s barracks, Houl- 
ton, informing him of the facts, and asking his co- 
operation, witb the troops under his command, with 
the forces of this state, in repeliing an invasion of 
our territory, and sustaining our citizens in the law- 
ful and authorized protection they are endeavoring 
to extend over a portion of the property of the 
state. 

If these proceedings on my part meet the appro- 
bation of the legislature, and an appropriation be 
made for the purpose, I shall feel it to be my duty 
to proceed forthwith to order a draft from the mili- 
tia, of at least ten thousand men, who will hold 
themselves in instant readiness to march to the fron- 
tier should circumstances require it. 

I have not yet called upon the president of the 
United States for aid in repelling the invasion of 
our territory by foreign troops, deeming it proper 
to postpone that step until the return of colonel Ro- 
gers from his special mission to Frederickton, or, at 
jéast, until some information shall be received from 
him, which will probably be as early as the 20th or 
2ist instant. If, however, you should think other- 
wise, and that no delay should be allowed for this 
purpose, an intimation to that effect will be prompt- 
ly obeyed. : 

If Ihave not entirely misconceived the circum- 
stances of the case presented for your consideration, 
it is one calculated to excite the deepest feelings in 
the breasts of our citizens, and calls for the most 
prompt and determined action on the part of this 
government... What .is that case? You were in: 
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formed that a large number of armed and desperate 
men fiom a neighboring province forced theimselves 
into the territory of this state with a fixed purpose 
of cutting a vast amount of timber, and of resisting, 
even unto blood, any attempt to arrest them in the 
rosecution of their unhallowed object. Deeming 
it your duty to make an effort to protect the in- 
terests of those who had confided them to your care, 
you instructed the land agent to proceed to the 
scene of devastation and plunder with a sufficient 
forte to arrest those who were engaged in it, and to 
break up their daring and wicked enterprise. While 
in the act of executing this order, the land agent 
Was seized, transported beyond the bounds of the 
state, and finally carried upon u sled, like a felon, and 
under the guard of provincial treops, to the capital 
of New Brunswick, for trial. Could a greater in- 
dignity be olfered to any people having a particle 
of sensibility to its rights and its honor, or to the 
sacredness of the personal liberty of its citizens? 
It is true that the lieutenant governor denies that 
the original seizure was by authority. But at 
Woodstock the magistrates took cognizance of the 
affair, sanctioned the proceedings by issuing a war- 
rant, (acting, undoubtedly, under the authority of 
the proclaination,) and sending our citizens, under 
an ignominious escort, to Frederickton. Really, if 
there be any apology or justification for this treat- 
ment of our citizens, it 1s not to be found in any 
code of international honor or comity with which 
I have been acquainted. Not only this, but it 
seems that a military force is sent into a part of the 
territory of this state to expel from it a civil force 
sent there by this government for the protection of 
its property. How long are we thus to be trampled 
upon—our rights and cluims derided; our power 
contemned, and the state degraded! If there ever 
was a time when the spirit of independence and 
self-respect should arouse itself, that time is the 
present. We cannot taimely submit to be driven 
from our territory while engaged in the civil em- 
ployment of looking after and protecting our pro- 
perty, without incurring a large measure of igno- 
miny and disgrace. 

No palliating circumstances for this outrage can 
be found in even a pretence that the place where it 
was committed is within tlfe concurrent jurisdiction 
ef the two governments, much less that the British 
governinent have had exclusive jurisdiction. Lands 
even higher up and beyond this, were surveyed and 
granted by the state of Massachusetts more than 
thirty years ago. And Massachusetts and Maine 
have long been in the habit of granting permits to 


cut timber upon the Aroostook lands without being, | 


to ny knowledge, molested from any quarter, to say 
nothing of the sales and actual occupation of the 
land itself, 

It must be gratifying to all who have a true sense 


of the honor and interest of the state, to perceive | 


that upon tiris subject, the din of party warfare is 
hushed, and that a unanimity has prevailed alike 
honorable and patriotic. No interruption to this 
commendaole spirit, [ trust, will be suffered. Union 
and good feeling, no less than prudence and energy, 
are absolutely necessary in this extraordinary emer- 


geney. 
JOHN FAIRFIELD. 

Council chamber, February 18, 1839. 

Since writing the foregoing, I have received a 
communication from the lieutenant governor of the 
province of New Branswick, in which be sets up 
an alleged agreement that the British governmeut 
should have exclusive jurisdiction and possession 
of the disputed territory until the question be set- 
tled; and informs us that he is instructed not to 
suffer any interference with that possession and 
jurisdiction. He entreats us to withdraw the land 
agent’s party, and adds that he has directed a strong 
force of ‘* her majesty’s troops to be in readiness 
to support her majesty’s authority, and protect her 
majesty’s subjects in the disputed territory, in the 
event of this request not being immediately com- 
plied with.” 

In regard to all this, I have only to say that there 
is no reason to doubt the entire correctness of the 
course we have thus far pursued, and that with 
the blessings of God, I trust we shall persevere. 
No such agreement as that alluded to by the 
Vieutenant governor can be recognised by us; 
and it is an entire misapprehension, to say the 
Jeast of it, that such an agreement has ever been 
made. The letter having been written before Mr. 
MelIntire reached Frederickton, no official com- 
munication is made as to the course intended to be 

ursued in regard to him and those arrested with 

im. I learn, however, indirectly, that they are to 
be retained. 

Fam informed that the land agent’s party have 
stationed themselves, for the present, at the termi- 
nation of the Aroostook road, While there, Mr. 


/ nicate forthwith to the executive of 


McLaughlin, the provincial land agent, presented 
himself, and, in the name of her majesty, warned 
our party to disperse. Mr. McLaughlin and his 
two assistants were thereiore taken into custody, 
and the agent, with one assistant, immediately sent 
to Bangor, where they are now detained. 

Copies of the proclamation and letter of the lieu- 
tenant governor of New Brunswick are herewith 


communicated. 
JOHN FAIRFIELD. 


After the message had been read, Mr. Allen, of 
Bangor, offered the following resolve: 
STATE OF MAINE. 


“Resolve for the protection of the public lands. 

*‘Resolved, ‘That the honor and interest of this state 
cemand that a sufficient military force be forthwith 
stationed on the Aroostook river, west of the boundary 
line of the state, as established by the treaty of 1733; 
and on the river St. John, if found practicable, at such 
points as may be best adapted to the object, to prevent 
further depradations on the public lands, and to protect 
and preserve the timber and other Jumber already cut 
there, by trespassers, and to prevent its removal with- 
out the limits of the state.” 

Mr. Delesdernier moved to amend by adding the 
following resolve, which was adopted : 

‘“Resulved, That the sum of eight hundred thousand 
dollars be, and hereby is, appropriated for the purpose 
of enabling the executive to carry out the purposes of 
the foregoing resolve, and the resolve passed January 
24, 1839; that the governor be, and hereby is, author- 
ized, with the advice of council, to draw his warrant 
for the same, from time to time, as it may be needed 
for that purpose. : 

The question (on the passage of the resolution 
to be engrossed) was taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided unanimously in the affirmative: yeas 150, 
nays none, 

On motion of Mr. Vose, of Augusta, 

Ordered, That the governor be requested to commaiu- 
assachusetts any 
information in his possession in relation to trespasses 
eo:nnitted on the disputed territory, and to request the 
co-operation of that state in the measures taken by this 
sia'e. 

This erdez was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Sheldon, of Gardiner, introduced the follow- 
ing reselve : 

‘Additional resolve ss 1.93 (respasses on the public 
nds. 





Resolved, That the governor be requested forthwith 
‘to communicate to the president of the United States 
the nseasures recently adopted by the state of Maine in 
| relation to trespasses on the public lands of the state, 


‘and also copies of the correspondence between the 


governor of New Brunswick and the executive of 


| Maine in relation to these measures, together with any 
‘information in his possession relative to the subject; 
}and to request the aid of the general government in 
| support of the rights of the state of Maine.” 

| The passage of this resolve to be engrossed was 
taken by yeas and nays, and decided unanimously 
‘in the affirmative ; yeas 148, nays none. 

John D. McCrate, esq., of Wiscasset, has been 
sent to Washington as bearer of despatches to the 
president. He left here this afternoon. The gov- 
ernor has issued orders to the commanding officers 
of the several divisions to order one thousand men 
to be drafted in each, to hold themselves in readi- 
ness to march at a moment’s warning to our north- 
eastern frontier. 


The following is the communication referred to 
by governor Fairfield. 

GOV. HARVEY TO GOY. FAIRFIELD. 
Governmer.t house, 
Frederickion, New Brunswick, Feb. 13, 1339. 

Sir: I have just heard, with the utmost surprise 
and regret, that, without the courtesy of any intima- 
tion whatever to this government, an armed force 
from the state of Maine has entered the territory, 
the claim to which is in dispute betwixt Great Bri- 
tain and the United States, and which it has been 
agreed betwixt the two general governments shall 
remain in the exclusive possession and jurisdiction 
of Eagland until that elaim be determined, 

It has been my duty, on more than one occasion, 
to apprize the executive government of Maine that 
my instructions do not permit me to suffer any in- 
terference with that possession and jurisdiction, 
until the question of right shall have been finally 
decided, in discussion betwixt the twogeneral gov- 
ernments, 

With the knowledge of these instructions thus 
explicitly made known, I cannot but repeat the ex- 
pression of the deep regret which I feel, that, in- 
stead of seeking their recall or modification through 
the presidential government, the state of Maine 
should thus have forced upon a subordinate officer 
the alternative of either failing in his duty by ab- 
staining from the fulfilment of the eommand of his 
sovereign, or by acting up to them, placing the two 
countries in a state of border collision, if not the 
two nations in inveterate and active hostility, 





i~ 


Such, nevertheless, is the position in wh 


tate in entreating your excellency to relieve Ine, by 
ordering the immediate recall ofa force whos. re 
sence within the precincts of the territory as Claiine 
by England it is contrary to my instructions to p¢ 
mit ; and it is proper that I should acquaint as 
excellency that I fave directed a strong force i 
her majesty’s troops to be in readiness to SUppor 
her majesty’s authority and to protect her inajesty’ 
subjects in the disputed territory, in the event’, 
this request not being immediately complied With 


With regard to any plea for these Proceedings » 
the part of the state of Maine, connected with t,, 
ber spoliations in that territory, I have to infor 
your excellency that I have given directions fo, , 
boom to be placed across the mouth of the Ary 
took, where the seizing officer, protected by a gy 
ficient guard, will be able to prevent the passage, 
any timber into the St. John in the spring, o;; 
seize it and expose it to public sale for the bene 
of the * disputed territory fund.” 


Similar precautions will be adopted in regan 
any timber cut upon the Upper St. John, or the ¢; 
butary streams falling into it. 

Anxiously awaiting your excellency’s reply 
this communication, ° ‘ 

I have the honor to be your excellency’s ng 
obedient, humble servant, 

J. HARVEY, 


LATURE OF MASSACHUSETS. 


Massachusett’s legislature, Wednesday, Feb. 20, 


The following message was received from the » 
vernor ; 


To the senate and house of representatives : 

I transmit to the two houses copies of the seve 
documents received from his excellency the gov 
nor of Maine, on the 18th and 19th instant. Thy 
relate to the trespasses co:nmitted on the public land 
the property of Maine and Massachusetts, by bar 
of plunderers associated in large bodies, for the p 
pose of carrying on their operations without interm 
tion. The meusures taken by Maine to enable \s 
land agent to put astdép to these depredations, am 
the purpose of resisting these measures by mility 
force, announced by the lieutenant governor of { 
provinee of New Brunswick, will appear fromt 
papers cominunicated. The course adopted x 
ifenaced by the loeal authorities of New Brunswi 
has led the legislature of the state of Maine tot 
adoption of vigorous measures for the protection 
the public properly, and the defence of the aget 
employed in removing the depredators. 

Among the papers transinifted by governor Fu 
field, is acopy of a resolve of the honse of rep 
sentatives of Maine of the 18th instant, request 
the aid of Massachusetts in the measures adopted 
Maine, relative to the trespassers on the pub 
lands. The opinions and feelings of Massachust 
on the great questions connected with the not 
eastern boundary, have been so often set forl® 
the public acts of herlegislature ard executive, ! 
they do net need to be repeated. The land ag 
of the cemmonwealth has at all times efficiently 
operated with the land agent of Maine, in all o 
sures for the protectionof publie property wil 
fall within the scope of the ordinary duties of th 
officers, 

I had the honor in my address tc the legislatur 
the beginning of the session, as on more thai! 
former occasion of the same kind, to call the al! 
tion of the two houses to the ruinens extent of! 
depredations committed on the public bands in! 
region—the rightful sovereignty and governinel! 
the territory belong exclusively to Maine. Me 
chusetis has no jurisdiction over it, and posses 
anly an interest in the moiety of the soit. For! 
reason, no further steps on our part have been ¢¢ 
ed within the competence of Massachusetts, to 1" 
tain her right in the territory which forms thes 
ject of cantreversy so long protracted, betwee? 
governments of the United States and Great Brit 
Should a state of things unhappily arise in whict 
pekrems of the United States shall call ¥ 

assachnsetts for her assistance in asserting 
rights so long and so injuriously withheld, I am 
suaded that the call will regeiye a prompt resp 
from the legislature and the people, 


| EDWARD EVERETI§ 
Council chamber, Feb. 20; 1839, 


[ We have before us a large nuinber of athe! 
teresting documents in relation to. this sub} 
whieh we are compelled to omit for the w? 
room. Our readers will, however, find on the 
and second pages the latest news of interest 1? 























Jation to this perplexing question.) 
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find myself placed by this overt act on the he | 
the state of Maine—one from which Ido no; ‘he 
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=== CoLLECTION AND DISBURSEMENT OF 
Which | : THE REVENUE. 

* Part off yy the house of representatives, February 6, 1839. 

NOt hegi, Mr. R. M. 7’. Huater, from the select committee 
"© (Ne, by to which the subject was referred, made the follow- 
hose pie ing report: 

S Claiing; Tne select committee to whom were referred, on 
DS to pep, the Sth of January, certain resolutions in relation 
Nt you to the mode of collecting and disbursing the pub- 
force gM jie revenue, have had the same under considera- 
SUP Port tion, and subinit the following report : 

Majesty’ It seems to have been the object of the resolu- 
event oil tions referred to this committee, first, to leave the 
led With a ublic money in the hands of the public debtor un- 
edings qm til actually wanted by the government; thus giving 
With tin il this portion of the capital of the country to the 
{0 informe uses of trade, at the same time that interest is se- 
Ons for MN cured to the public as the cousideration of its use. 

€& Arog Secondly, to set off periodically the liabilities to 
by a suff and frown the government, by fixing certain days, at 
aSsage die intervals of three months, for receipts and disburse- 
ing, or WEE ents, so as to concentrate as many demands to 


and from the United States as may be practicable 
at the same time and place. 

Thirdly, to diminish the risk of peculation and 
default on the part of public officers; first, by this 
exchange of credit, which, so for as it can be ef- 
i fected, accomplishes at the same process the col- 
lection and disbursement of the revenue, without 
affording a temptation to theft; and, next, by pro- 
viding for cash transactions, that the money which 

asses through the hands of the public officers shall 
> belimited in quantity to the actual demands to be 
made upon them within a period so short as twenty 
days. 

Mod, fourthly, to introduce greater order and fa- 
cility in the administration of the treasury depart- 
meat, by fixing these stated periods for receipt and 
disbursement, so as to enabie the secretary to ob- 
tain adequate notice, not only of the sum due from 


le benef 


regard 
OF the ty 


reply i 
Cy’s mod 
RVEY, 


[IE LEG 


Feb. 2, 
in the gy 


he sevexm the goverument, and of the time and place of de- 
the gov maud, but also of the sums due to the government, 
nt. Thame and of the time and place of receipt. 

blic lan These being the objects of the resolutions, the 
by ban first inquiry suggested to the committee was as to 
yr the pi the meaus, if any, of attaining them. é 

t interry There can be no difficulty in arranging the re- 
enable im™ ceipts so as to cause the revenue from customs to 
tions, agit flow into the public treasury at fixed quarterly pe- 
yy militage riods. Itis supposed that the first section of the | 
nor of (Mae bill herewith reported accomplishes that object 
r from (qa Without changing the coinpromise act, or in any 
opted agg Manner aifecting the great interests concerned in 


it. The main questions are not only as to the ulti- 
mate solvency of the debts thus incured by the mer- 
chants, but as to their punctuality in meeting their 
engagements in time for the emergencies of the 
system proposed by these resolutions. That the 


runswi 
ine tof 
otection 
the ager 


rnor Figg bonds thus given would be ultimately paid with a 
2 of repmm Very inconsiderable loss to the public, your com. 
requestif™m mittee entertain nodoubt, The nature of the pen- 
idoptedifi™ alties imposed by existing laws and by the 2d sec- 
the puligmm™ tion of this bill, the experience of the government, 
sachusiamme and the high character of the American merchant, 
the not all justify this confidence in his fidelity to his en- 
et forh Mim gagements. The act of the 2d of March, 1799, al- 
itive, ifm Teady provides that the obligors who fail to pay 
land adm their bonds given for duties when due, shall no lon- 
ciently dm ger be entitled to credit at the custom house. Snu- 
n all off peradd to this the summary process given against 
orty wifi them by the 2d section of this bill, in the event of 
os of thi their failure to pay at the day; and it is hardly to 


be supposed that the merchant would enter into 
® any engageinents under such penalties, which he 
might notsurely expect to meet atthe propertime ; 
and the more especially when, upon so shorta time, 


rislature 
e thane 
the alf 


t-nt of Mi a8 is here supposed, he would so soon be exposed to 
ids in Wm the entire loss of credit, and perhaps of property. 
ernmetif™ It would rarely happen that a merchant who was 


¥ Ma ° 
posses 


able to import the goods would be unable to pay the 
duties in three months from that time; and certain 


For itis that he would not lightly hazard his credit and 
een dee property by exposing himself tothe chance of a de- 
s, to 4 fault, made so notorious and so speedily prosecuted 


as would be the case under the existing laws and 
that now proposed. The high value which every 
merchant places upon his eredit forbids such a sup- 


ns thes 
tween 
at Brit 


which@® position. Indeed, the experience of our government 
call ug affords almost demonstrative evidence of the jus- 
erting tice of this conclusion. In 1824, William H. Craw- 
Tam) ford, then’secretary of the treasury, made a report 
rt resp exhibiting the entire amount of losses sustained 
Upon the bonds given for customs, from 1789 up to 

RETI@ the 3istof December, 1823, From this it appears 
S that, out of $527,480,239 secured by bonds for cus- 

 ather toms during this entire period, the loss had not ex- 
Q uit ceeded $1,575,626; whilst $758,191 only were 
veal s Considered doubtful; thus demonstrating the sums 
e ihe lost and doubtful uot to have been more than forty- 
wh in four hundredths of one per cent. upon the amount 


collected. From 1823 to 1838 the proportion of 





loss seems to have been greater, a3 appears from a 
report made by the secretary of the treasury in the 
last year; but even with the addition of this period 
to the former estimate, the joss will be found less 
than one percent. Hf additional evidence of the fi- 
delity of the American merchants to their engage- 
men s were to be required, it might be found in the 
wonderful efforts which they made amid the diffi- 
culties of the late crisis to sustain their credit. Of 
the protested biils returned to them from abroad, 
which were said to have amounted to £ 2,000,000 
sterling, nearly the whole amount has been paid. A 
London paper has stated the loss at less than one- 
fiftieth of one per cent. Looking to these facts, we 
feel assured that the proposed mode of securing the 
public funds approximates so nearly to perfect safe- 
ty, that we should fiud no difficulty in recommend- 
ing an entire exchange of credit for cash in collect- 
ing the duties, if there were any considerations of 
canvenience or political expediency which peculiar- 
ly recommended the former mode. But, in point of 
fact, the plan now proposed incurs fewer of the ob- 


jections urged against the credit systein of duties 


than that in present operation. It is true that a 
small portion of the duties are collected in cash un- 
der the present systein, but they bear a proportien 
to the whole amount of not more than } to 4, whilst 
the credit now given is for three and six months. 
Under the change proposed, the credit will never 
extend beyond three months and twenty days, (and 
rarely so long,) before a partial payment at least will 
be required, together with a re-examination of the 
security. No case can well arise in which the 
credit will exceed six months, and then only for the 
surplus not required at once for the purposes of the 
government. This periodical supervision of the se- 
curities for public money, at short intervals of time, 
it is believed, will render those securities not only 
safer than under the present system, but suflicient- 
ly so for alt practical purposes. 

To recommend the proposed system, however, 
it may be said that a punctual payment of these 
debts, when due, will be necessary, and that the 
operation of this machinery contemplates a greater 
degree of exactness, in this respect, than is usually 
found in the operations of trade. A close exami- 
nation of the evidence by which we ought to be 
guided in this matter, will go far to reinove this 
suspicion. The repeated evidences given by our 
merchants of their fidelity fo their engagements, 
through a long series of years, have been referred 
to already. These, together with the penalties im- 
posed by this bill for a want of proimptitude in re- 
deeming their obligations, seem to justify the ex 
pectation of a sufficient degree of punctuality for 
the purposes of the proposed system. 

The successful operation of this system will not 
require entire punctuality inthe merchants, or even 
a greater degree of it than has been usual in their 
past dealings with the government. In the report 
of Mr. Crawford, before referred to, a period of 
thirty-three years is embraced, during which the 
greatest loss ever sustained upon fhe bonds given 
for duties was incurred in 1819, and was less than 
1$ per cent.; and here it is to be observed, that the 
proportion of loss to the income secured by bond in 
i819 and 1820, was more than four times as great 
as the average proportion during the residue of the 
thirty-three years embraced by this report. A de 
ficiency so small as this would probably be provided 
for, in all cases, by the estimate made at the trea- 
sury department for the sums to be drawn from the 
bonds when they are due; but if sometimes the 
loss should not b2 covered in this way, the funds 
arising from the land sales, which, for the present, 
are not included in the proposed arrangement, 
would be available to correct these irregularities. 
But even if the lands were included within the sys- 
tem, there would always be a resource in the sur- 
plus ample enough to supply any deficiencies from 
defaulting debtors. It will be perceived that the 
bill provides a made of keeping a surplus with en- 
tire convenienee, and without loss either to the 
governinent or the coimmunity: the debtor retain- 
ing the use of the money, and the government draw- 
ing the interest. A small surplus has been con- 
sidered always as necessary for the sa and conve- 
nient administration of the treasury department, 
which occasionally is forced to meet emergencies 
not easily foreseen. Thissurplus has scarcely ever 
been less than two millions, which in a revenue 
of customs of twenty millions, would leave 10 per 
cent. of that amount in the shape of a bonded sur- 
plus. Now, there is no period inthe history of our 
finances which shows a deficiency of any thing like 
10 per cent. in the payments of the merchants en 
their bonds. The greatest loss ever sustained in 
this way, during the period embraced by Mr. Craw- 
ford’s report, was less than 13 per cent.—a sum 
which even this moderate surplus would cover many 
times over. The extension of the merchants’ bonds, 








in the late general suspension of specie payments, 
has not been considered as affording any exception 
to this rule. It may be doubted whether that mea- 
sure did not proceed as much from liberality as ne- 
cessity ; and if it was compelled by necessity, that 
originated not so much from the inability of the 
merchants to pay their debts, as from theirinability 
to meet a sudden demand for a large amount of spe- 
cie, in which alone the debts to government could 
be paid by the existing laws. Under the proposed 
system they never could be at a loss for the medium 
in which to pay their dues to government. The 
drafts drawn in favor of public creditors would be 
always available for this purpose. The first and 
second sections ofsthis bill would, therefore, pro- 
vide (as is believed) far the payment of public dues 
for customs at quarterly periods, and with sufficient 
punctuality for the wants of the system. 

The next end contemplated by these resolutions 
is, to produce an offset of the liabilities toand from 
the government at quarterly periods. To attain 
this object, sections have been introduced into this 
bill, which provide that the disbursements of the 
United States shall be made, as far as practicable, 
on four quarterly days, occurring at not more than 
twenty days after those fixed for receipts; that for 
money actually due, drafts may be drawn upon the 
collectors at the next receipt day, which bear an 
interest within certain limits, and that the payee or 
assignee of these drafts shall present them at the 
specified time and place, or else forfeit the interest 
and the guaranty of the government for the ulti- 
mate payiment of funds placed in the hands of its 
agents tu discharge the debt duetohim. Recourse 
is given, however, to the creditor upon the official 
bonds of these agents. 

The first inquiry suggested by these provisions 
is, how far is it practicable to arrange the disburse- 
ments at quarterly periods? The expenses for the 
foreign service, and some of those in the Indian de- 
partinent, could not, perhaps, be drawn within this 
arrangement ; but it might easily be made to com- 
prehend most of the disbursements upon the army, 
the navy, the civil list, and so much of the public 
works as is executed by contract. These consti- 
tute the great mass of public expenditures; and, 
so far as they could be made by drafts to the public 
creditor, the collection and disbursement of the 
revenue would be accomplished by the mere ex- 
change of credits. These drafts would satisfy the 
publie faith to its creditors, because, within the 
specified limits, the secretary would always impose 
such an interest as would render them immediately 
exchangeable for specie; and in any event they 


would be paid in specie, if held by the creditor, 


within a period of not more than ninety days, and 
with an interest to compensate him for the delay. 
But in point of fact, they would enter into the ex- 
changes of the country. With the provisions that 
the bonds are to be paid in specie, if not discharged 
in, these drafts, together with the penalties upon a 
failure to present them speedily, as required, it 
would become the interest of the banks, the mer- 
chants, and the public creditor, to facilitate them 
on their intended destination. Drawn, as they must 
be, at not less than seventy nor more than ‘hinety 
days, there would be ample time to transmit them 
between the most distant extremities of the union, 
whilst the provisions before referred to would ef- 
feetuatly exclude them as currency, and confine 
their uses to the simple purposes of offset or ex. 
change. It may, perhaps, be doubted whether, at 
first, the public creditor, from a want of knowledge 
of the system, might not fail to present the draft 
with promptness enough for these purposes of ex- 
change, and might not incur the penalties for this 
failure as much from ignorance as neglect. Some 
mistakes of this kind might be made at first, but 
there would be too many interests concerned in 
teaching him the true mode of disposing of his 
draft, to suppose that he would !ong remain in ig- 
norance upon the subject. All fears of this sort 
might be removed, however, by a short specifica- 
tion on the face of the draft of the penalties impo- 
sed upon a neglect to present it as required by law. 

This system of exchanges, together with the pro- 
vision for leaving the surplus in the hands of the 
public debtors, will leave a very small portion of 
these bonds to be collected in actual money. The 
payment of such a sum in specie as required by 
this bill, cannot produce a sensible effect upon the 
banks, or give inconvenience to the merchints, b 
causing periodical ebbs and flows in their demands 
for capital. During the period between disburse- 
ments and receipts, the easy and insensible opera- 
tions of exchange will furnish them with the means 
of paying far the greater portion of their bonds by 
a mere olfset of credits, to the mutual convenience 
of themselves and the government. 

There remains to be noticed one other difficult 
in the practical operation of this exchange of credit, 
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The drafts disbursed to public creditors, and drawn 
in anticipation of the revenue, might exceed, in 
some ports, the proportion of the debts to be paid at 
those places. But, in such cases, it would always 
happen, where the disbursements did not exceed 
the receipts, that there would be a corresponding de- 
ficiency in the drafts drawn upon other places of re- 
ceipt. To adapt this state of things to the equal 
proportions of the surplus to be left in the different 
sections, a provision is introduced, which enables 
the collector to direct any excess of these drafts to a 
disbursing officer, to be desiguated by the secretary 
of the treasury. This officer may always be sup- 
plied with the funds to meet these drafts from the 
offices upon which too litde had’been drawn at the 

revious day of disbursement. ‘The department, 
in all cases, having at least seventy days’ notice of 
the drafis which are outstanding, together with a 
knowledge of the bonds falling due upon the day 
when they are to be paid, will probably find no dif- 
ficulty in preserving both the faith of the govern- 
ment and tne policy of this bill, 

Another object contemplated by these resolutions 
is, to remove, as far as possible, the danger of pecu- 
lation on the part of the public cfficers. This will 
certainly be accomplished to a very great extent 
under the system now proposed. If proper regula- 
tions were made, so as to inform the secretary of 
the treasury as to the bonds which passed into the 
collector’s hands, they could scarcely become the 
subjects of thelt ; and tu the extent that the dis- 
bursements were made in dralts, there would be ab- 
solute safety as to the disbursing officers. Nor 
would there be much danger as to the suin collec- 
tedin money. This amount would, of necessity, be 
small, and passing immediately from the collecting 
to the disbursing officer, would not remain in the 
hands of the last more than twenty days before ev- 
ery cent would be demanded by the public creditor. 
Detaults in either of these officers would be so qnick- 
ly detected, that the restraint upon them would be 
almost perfect. The great te:nptation to’ default, 
arising, generally, out of large sums lying idle fora 
long time with those who keep them, would, of 
course, be removed by a system which left no idle 
money in their hands, 

Lastly, it seems to have been designed by these 
resolutions to promote a more systematic adminis- 
tration of the treasury department, under a new 
mode of collecting and disbursing the revenue. 

It is impossible to estimate beforehand the pre- 
cise advantazes of any increase of system in the 
conduct of human affairs. But the general advan- 
tages of order over disorder in the fiscal adininistra- 
tion, cannot well be too bighly appreciated. Per- 
haps, however, a clearer view of the subject will 
be given, by a reference to some of the inconve- 
niences under which the treasury department now 
suffers, and which will be removed by the system 
now proposed, 

At present, the money flows into the collector’s 
hands daily, and without regularity as to amount. 
The secretary, not always having notice of the time 
and amount of receipts until they are in hand, has, 
for the most part, to make his arrangements for 
reinoving these funds not before, but after they are 
received. The consequence is, that large sums 
ofien lie idle to all the purposes of trade and gov- 
ernment, and serve only, during this time, to offer 
temptations for peculation to the public officers. 
According to the bést information which your com- 
mittee can obtain, the average amount thus lying 
in the hands of the receiving officers and other cus- 
todiers of the public treasure, independently of the 
amount in the eustody of the disbursing officers, has 
been about $1,000,000 at the end of each quarter, 
for the four years preceding the Ist of January, 
1838. So much forthe receipts. The evils ensu- 
ing from the want of adequate notice, and a syste- 
matic arrangement of the disbursements, are still 
nore striking, ‘The treasury is subject to constant 
demands, of which it has no notice asto time or 
amount. The consequence is, that money must be 
placed with the disbursing officers long euough be- 
forehand, and in amounts sufficiently large to cover 
all probable demands. The average sun thus left 
idle in the hands of disbursing officers, has been a- 
bout $4,000,000 at the end of each quarter. And 
this, because there are no adequate provisions to 
arrange these demands, so as to give sufficient no- 
tice of them to the head of the department, and to 
compel their production by the public creditors at 
the proper time. Nor is this the only inconveni- 
ence arising out of the present state of things, The 
disbursements are made as the demands for them 
arise, The receipts come in daily as the bonds fall 
due, and yary not only from day to day, but from 
month to month. When the receipts and expenses 
are nearly equal, there is constant danger, as we 
are informed by the gecretary of the treasury, that 
enough moy not be received insome months of the 





year to meet the demands upon the government. 
For, although the aggregate of receipts and dis- 
bursements during the year may correspond, yet 
this is by no means the case from month to month. 
At present, there are but two modes of meeting the 
evil; the one, to leave a large surplus on hand to 
meet these contingencies; and the other, to give 
the secretary the power to issue treasury notes at his 
discretion. The system now proposed avoids all of 
these inconveniences. No balances need remain in 
the hands of the receiving or disbursing officers. 
The secretary having notice of the amount and time 
of receipts, as well as of the amount and time of 
disbursements, can always make his arrangements 
beforehand, to remove the public money trom the 
coilector as soon as received, and to disburse it ei- 
ther in the very act of receipt, or at not more than 
twenty days from that time. Speedy accountabil- 
ity will thus be required from the public officers, 
and an almost instant detection will await them in 
case of default or fraud. Nor will the inconveni- 
ence as to inequality in the receipts and disburse- 
ments ever arise to any thing like its present extent. 
By throwing together the receipts and disburse- 
ments for three months in the quarterly settlements, 
there canscarcely be a serious inequality between 
the two, when their yearly amounts correspond. 
Should any such difficulty ever arise, it will readily 
be corrected by the sma!! surplus left with the pub- 
lic debtor, for which this bill provides, without loss 
either to trade or to the government. Short settle- 
ments, proinptness in all concerned in the fiscal ad- 
ininistration, and the means of speedy detection in 
cases of default, may all be secured, as it seems, un- 
der the proposed system, with proper treasury regu- 
lations. ‘The whole administration of the finances 
will be brought more under the view and control of 
the head of the department, and less will be left to 
the discretion of subordinate officers. The disbur- 
sing officer will pass the debils to the treasury books 
at least seventy days before they are due; the vol- 
lector will transmit weekly the entries on the credit 
side of the account, and the quarterly balance- sheet 
of the department will exhibit to a very great extent, 
the entire process of collection and disbursement in 
a mere exchange of credit. Should these anticipa- 
tions be realized, it is evident that there would be 
nore of unity, efficiency, and responsibility, in the 
administration of the treasury department, than we 
have had under any other system, It is true that 
this system, like every other, would depend very 
much forits success upon its proper execution ; and 
inconveniences would certainly arise at its com- 
mencement, which further experience would proba- 
bly rectify. 

It will doubtless be remarked, that the resolutions 
referred to this committee do not comprehend the 
pone lands within the system which they ‘ek ovis 

erhaps it is as well, for several reasons, that they 
should not be included at present. In the first 
place, difficulties wight arise in the commencement 
of a system so novel, which would be easily over- 
come by the available cash funds afforded from the 
public lands. This would, at least, be highly use- 
ful until the system became familiar in practice. 
Again: the public mind is just now so unsettled,in 
relation to the inode of disposing of these lands, 
that changes might occur, in relation to them, 
which would take them without the operation of 
the system, if it were now adapted tothem. Should 
the present mode of disposing of these lands from 
the general government to the individual pur- 
chaser be retained, it would not only be practicable, 
but expedient, hereafter to includé them within the 
proposed system. The only practical difficulty in 
the case would be as to the means of enforcing 
punctual payment of the bonds given for them 
when they were due. Itis believed that this might 
be accomplished by making the receipts semi-an- 
nual instead of quarterly, and by the provisions 
hereafter suggested for enforcing the punctual pay- 
ment of these bonds when due, whether given by 
the highest bidder at the auctions, or by the pur- 
chaser on private entry. This might be secured 
by providing, first, that so much money should be 
paid at the execution of the bond as would secure 
the probable fulfilment of the contract; secondly, 
that the obligees who failed to pay these bonds 
when due, should be refused credit thereafter at 
the land offices; thirdly, that neither patent nor 
possession should be given until the payment of the 
money at the receipt day, when it was due; and, 
fourthly, upon such failure at the proper day, that 
any other person might take the patent for the 
lands upon paying down immediately the sum due 
upon the bond, : 

As it is not proposed to include the public lands 
just now within the operation of the system, it will 
be needless to enlarge upon the provisions just 
sketched in relation to them. 


Having reviewed the practical. operation of this! the course of its current can 


system, it may be well to examine, for a monjen} 
its political and incidental effects: one of whic), 
undoubtedly will be an entire separation of th, 
banks and the general government. The sepzra. 
tion must be complete, inasmuch as the gover). 
ment will no longer have the means of rewarding o, 
. ‘ 7 5 
punishing the banks through the use of its funds ang 
credit, whilst the banks will lose the power of jy. 
peding the fiscal operations of the government whey 
these are conducted without their agency. Th, 
general government will then be entirely respongj. 
ble for the success of its fiscal administration, anq 
the banks will be subject to no power but that of 
the states which created them. So long as these 
are dependent upon each other in interest, they 
must either sympathize in action, or a fierce war 
between the two will be inevitable ; and in this the 
people must be the sufferers. ‘The banks, on the 
one hand, would be armed with the power of ey. 
panding and contracting the currency, and the ge. 
neral government, on the other, would either attack 
their credit with the people, upon which their exis. 
tence depends, or array one set of banks against 
the other, through the use of its funds, that jt 
might conquer by their divisions ; the consequence 
would be, either that the rhage coy would ac. 
quire the power of the banks, or the banks would 
obtain that of the government; and the people 
would be the sufferers in this contest for powers, 
which ought hot to be united in either. 

To arm the general government with the power 
of the banks would be to destroy the balances of the 
constitution, whilst the reverse of this operation 
would not be tolerated after it was understood, 
The only possible mode of preventing the union of 
these powers is to separate them in action and in. 
terest—an eventso much to be desired that it ought 
to be effected even at a pecuniary loss to the people, 
if that were necessary. But, in point of fact, this 
is not the case; and the separation now proposed 
is relieved from the objections, whether founded or 
unfounded, which were raised against the other 
modes heretofore suggested for accomplishing this 
purpose. 

In the first place, this system does not horde up 
large amounts of capital in specie, to lie idle in the 
hands of the government; onthe contrary, it leaves 
the public funds which are not wanted for imme- 
diate disbursement in the hands of the debtors : the 
government, and not the banks, deriving the in. 
terest upon their use. 

Secondly. It does not afford the public officers 
the means of using these funds for private purposes; 
inasmuch as very little money passes through their 
hands, and then only for immediate disbursement. 

Thirdly. It does not produce an inconvenient 
run upon the banks for specie, in the payment of 
public dues. For so large a portion of the collec. 
tions and disbursements will be aceomplished by a 
mere exchange of credit, that the residue to be re- 
ceived in specie will be too small to be felt by the 
merchants or banks. 

And, fourthly. It does not permit the use of 
treasury drafts as currency, as the existing laws 
have been supposed to justify ; because it places 
such conditions upon these drafts as effectually 
prevent the conversion of government credit into 
currency, and limits its uses to the purposes of ex. 
change. It merely introduces machinery to facili- 
tate the exercise of the undoubted right of an indi- 
vidual to set off his claim upon the government 
against a claim of the government upon him ; the 
right of the treasury to draw upon its funds being 
inore limited under the system proposed, than at 
present with the existing laws. As it is this feature 
which abstracts the government as a disturber of 
the currency, and enables it to administer its re- 
venue without injury to the banks, and unaffected 
by their conduct, it may be well to ‘examine its 
operation a little more closely. 

The pecuniary transactions of society are settled 
either in currency, or by an exchange of credit. 
Those upon short notice and of small amount are 
usually settled in the former mode; whilst heavy 
transactions, distant either in onthe. of time or snace, 
are most commonly set against each other. To 
the extent to which this exchange of credit is 
effected, the demand for curreney diminishes 1n 4 
given amount of business. Indeed, the extent of 
this species of exchange may almost be considered 
as a measure of the improvement in commercial 
communities. It is a general truth, to which, of 
couree, there are exceptions, that the individuals of 
a society sel] as much as they wf Whenever 
there isa debt due from an individual, it may safely 
be assumed that another of equal amount is some- 
where due to him. To collect and array these 


against each other is a most important branch of 


trade. The facility for doing this will increase 4 
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It is manifest that the limits are 
which this process may fluctuate ; 


inasmuch as it will then require less cur- 
which is expensive, and in that very cir- 
diminish the dangers of a change in the 
If these things be true, it is 
amount of trade in different 
states or conditions may require different propor- 

itions of currency. A community dealing in mo- 
ney only, (if that could be,) would require much 

more currency for its trade thau would be neces- 

sary for the same trade in another which dealt in 

exchanges as well as in currency. 

If the government, therefore, were to deal only 

‘, money, the currency would ebb and flow with 

revenue; whilst, if it were practicable 
that it dealt only by an offset of its liabilities, the 
variations of currency and revenue would be inde- 
exdent of each other. ‘The effect of the former 

system would be, that the government, through its 
revenue, would affect the currency by one law, 
whilst the operations of trade would influence it by 
another ; and thus fluctuations in the revenue might 
often afford a serious disturbance to currency and 
commerce. There can be no doubt but that the 
amount of currency in any country ought to be re- 
ulated by its trade ; and this can never be entirely 


trade 5 
rencys 


tandard of value. 
clear that the same 


> effected unless the demands of government for cur- 


reucy either sympathize exactly with those of trade, 
or else cease altogether: the first it is impossible to 
effect; but ihe fatter may be accomplished, toa 
very great extent, by an exchange of credit. The 


very circumstances which increase its disturbing 
effects, when dealing in currency, fit it for the lat- 
| ter operation. Its credit is good; its transactions 


‘are heavy, and may be arranged on time, from the 
distance between the places of receipt and dis- 
bursement. These are the favoring circumstances 
which have induced the belief that the provisions 
of the bill now reported will accomplish the end 

oposed. If this be so, it may be asked if the 
banks theinselves are not interested in the adoption 

‘of such a measure. The loss of a valuable cus- 

‘tomer in the government is undoubtedly something ; 


- but with the entire field of Aimerican trade before 
‘them, they have ample room for adventure; and 
the loss of the government as a customer Is not an 
" evil to be compared with the dangers to which they 


’ would be subjected in the rude conflicts of party, 


'so long as they maintained a political connexion, 


Nor is this the only advantage which they would 


‘derive. . Their operations would be safer, when 
"their currency was no longer forced to ebb and 


‘flow with the government expenditures. They 


F have themselves attributed some of their disasters 


‘to this cause, and doubtless there have been pe- 


“riods when this connexion was mutually embar- 


rassing to both parties. : 

Having suggested the considerations which may 
commend the system now proposed to the atten- 
tion of congress, this report ought here, perhaps, to 
be closed. But there are other circumstances 

which impress it upon our attention, to which we 
beg leave for a moment to refer. It is not neces- 
Hsery, to commend this plan to the consideration of 
congress, that it should be the best in the abstract; 
it is enough to show that it is better than that now 
in operation, provided it contains nething positively 
illin itself. To say that it would be better than 
the present system, (if system it can be called,) 
would be to raise no extravagant pretension in its 
favor. The fragments of laws which now operate 
upon the subject can scarcely be said to afford a 


uniform rule, or to impose any limits upon the dis-, 


cretion of the secretary. It is sodifficult to reduce 
sthe remains of the various systems which have 


been wrecked, or partially repealed, into any thing. 


like order or uniformity, that it would be almost 
iinpracticable to hold the secretary responsible, if 
he were to adopt his discretion as the only guide. 
There are various constructions of the laws now in 
force, by skilful combinations of which he might 
Introduce any system he _ pleased, with at least 
some plausibility of pretext. If it be true, as some 
have supposed, that the joint resolution of 1816, as 
modified os subsequent legislation, leaves it in the 
discretion of the secretary of the treasury to receive 
nothing but specie, or nothing but convertible pa- 
per, as he may please: and that the act of 23d 
une, 1836, is virtually repealed, from the disquali- 
fication of the banks which suspended specie pay- 
ment to accept the conditions of the act, then he 
may introduce the independent treasury at his 
own pleasure, and that, teo, without any of the 
restrictions which the friends even of that ineasure 
Wished to impose upon him. On the other hand, 
if the deposite act is to be considered as functus 
| icio, whilst that of 1789 is still in force, he may 
| @dopt the state bank agency without any of those 


checks by which the friends of that isin would | 








limit his authority, before they would intrust hiin 
with the power of using it. And lastly, supposing 
the act of 23d June, 1836, to be still in force, so 
soon as banks arise which are not disqualified from 
acting under it by its provisions, then it is.manifest 
that, during the progress of their creation, we have 
asystem mixed of bank and individual agency, 
without any sensible limitation upon the discretion 
of the secretary who administers it. Nor is this 
ail: the law of 23d June, 1836, will then operate 
as a premiutn to the erection of new banks, which 
alone can enjoy its benefits under such a construc- 
tion of its provisions. The effect of this bounty 
would probably be to call new banks into exis- 
tence ; and when enough of these had arisen to 
fulfil the provisions of the law, we should have the 
very system which has already failed upon our 
hands. In giving these various constructions of 
the acts regulating the treasury department, we 
express no opinion of our own in relation to them. 
It is not necessary todo so. We state the various 
opinions upon this subject, to indicate the danger- 
ous latitude of the discretion now left in the sec- 
retary of the treasury. And yet, notwithstanding 
this immense discretion reposed in the secretary 
of the treasury, it is still alizost impossible for him 
to administer the department with convenience to 
himself and safety to the government. So much is 
left to the discretion of his subordinates, that it is 
very difficult to enforce a strict and speedy respon- 
sibility for the public funds. 

It would seem to be clear, then, that neither of 
the parties which divide the country upon the cur- 
rency question can approve of the present state of 
the laws which regulate the treasury department. 
If, therefore, the plan now proposed be not the very 
best in the opinion of either of these divisions, it is 
respectfully submitted whether it may not be fairly 
entitled to the assent of all who think it better than 
the existing state of things. In consideration, 
therefore, of the reasons which we have presented, 
we respectfully submit a bill. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
_ HIRD SESSTON—SENATE. 

February 20. The Chair announced a communi- 
cation from the secretary of war; transmitting a re- 
port froin the chief of the topographical bureau, with 
accompanying documents, made in answer to the 
resolution of the senate of the I1th instant, on the 
subject of the operations for increasing the depth of 
water at the mouth of the Mississippi. 

The Chair presented a coinmunication from the 
president of the convention lately heid of the people 
of Florida, for the purpose of forming a constitution 
and state government. 

Mr. Allen presented a tnemorial from citizens of 
Geauga county, Ohio, in relation to the neutrali- 
ty law, complaining of its provisions, and the :man- 
ner in which they are executed, and expressing 
strongly the opinion that the aflair of the Caroline 
was a outrage on the dignity of the American flag. 

Mr. Wright, from the cominittee on finance, re- 
ported the bill making appropriation for the naval 
service for 1839; and gave notice that he would call 
it up at an early hour to-morrow. 

The resolution to print 10,000 copies of the salt 
document was taken up, and agreed to. 

A number of private bills from the house were fa- 
vorably reported on. 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill provid- 
ing in part for the construction of a common jail in 
the city of Washington. 

The sum proposed for this object was $30,000, 
which Mr. Niles contended was too much. Mr. 
Calhoun was unwilling to make the appropriation 
till competent men had reported whether a new jail 
was necessary, and correct estiinates for if. Mr. 
Wright and Mr. Norvell insisted that the county 
ought to construct ils own jail, as the counties in 
the states did. Mr. Bayard argued that the admin- 
istration of justice in the Distiict was in the hands 
of the United States government, and it was their 
duty, therefore to provide for all the means of that 
administration, and for a common jail as well as for 
the rest. Mr. Sevier contended that, as the general 

overninent had built, or appropriated land for build- 
ing jails in the territories, it would be unreasonable 
to refuse the same boon to this District. Messrs. 
Walker and King advocated the bill, but the latter 
afterwards opposed it on the ground of want of limi 
tation of expense. 

The bill was then, by consent, laid on the table for 
the present. 

The bill to prevent the interference of certain fe- 
deral officers with elections, was taken up; and 

Mr. Cuthbert addressed the senate at some length, 
in opposition to the bill; after which it was passed 
over informally, Mr. Calkoun giving notice of his 
intention to address the senate on the subject. 

The senate then took up the bill fer the relief of 





Mrs. Mira Alexander, on its (bird reading, and,.after 
a debate, in which it was supported by Scone: Crit- 
tenden, Walker, White, and Linn, and opposed by 
Messrs. Calhoun, Niles, Pierce, Hubbard, and King, 
the question was taxen, and the bill was decided to 
be reyected—yeas 18, nays 19, as follows: 

*YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Linn, Merrick, Norvell, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, 
Walker, Webster, White and Young—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Morris, Mvuton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Preniss, Smith, of Connecticut, 
ae, Swift, Wall, Williams, of Maine, and Wright 

The vote having been announced, 

Mr. Tallmadge rose and said that he had voted in 
the majority, but his naine not appearing on the 
journals as having voted at ail, he desired to hiave the 
journal corrected. 

Mr. Wright wend several other senators declared 
that they had distinctly heard the senator from New 
York answer to his name, voting in the affirmative. 

A discussion then ensued, in which the propriety 
of making this correction was involved, Menbes: 
Calhoun and Hubbard contending that the vote hav- 
ing been announced, the subject was passed from the 
senate, while Messrs. Walker, Tallmadge, Webster, 
and others, contended that it was the duty of the 
chair to correct the error the instant that it was dis- 
covered. 

Mr. King suggested that the correction could be 
made by the unanimous consent of the senate, and 
hoped that this course would be taken. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Walker, King, Wright, Clay, of Alabama, Lalimadge, 
Smith, ot Indiana, Davis, and Smith, of Connec- 
ticut. 

The decision was then unanimously made by the 
senate that the vote should be corrected. 

The name of Mr. Tullmadge was again called, who 
answered * ay.” 

The President then announced the vote as stand- 
ing 19 inthe affirmative and 19 in the negative ; 
and, after a feeling and interesting eulogy on the 
services and character of George Madison, gave his 
casting vote in favor of the bill. 

The bill the more effectually to preserve the pub- 
lic money in the hands of agents and officers of the 
government, and to punish defaulters, was read a 
third time, when, on the question of its passage, 

Mr. Webster rose and moved an adjournment, 
which prevailed. 

February 21. Mr. Pierce presented the memorial 
of George Gates‘ and others, legal voters of the 
townof Antrim, New Hampshire, praying for the 
abolition of slavery in this District. 

Mr. P. said that the memorial came to him, ac- 
companied by a letter from a highly tespectavle 
clergyman, residing in his native county. The 
letter says, ‘though we are aware that your views 
may not correspond with those of the petitioners, 
they have no doubt of your readiness to present a 
respecttul petition, coming froin any portion of the 
citizens of New Hampshire.” 

It is certainly nu task to present the memorial, 
and yet I cannot, in justice to my own convictions 
of duty, comply with the request, without express- 
ing ny deep regret, that these petitioners, many of 
whom I am sure are actuated by pure motives, 
should so far mistake their own moral responsibili- 
ties, and the power and duty of congress in relation 
to this subject 

I do earnestly hope that every honest man who 
has sincerely at heart the best interests of the slave 
and the master, may no longer be governed by a 
blind zeal and impulse, but be led to examine this 
subject, so full of delicacy and danger in all its 
bearings; and that, when called upon to lend their 
names and influence to the cause of agitation, they 
may remeinber that we live under a writ'en con- 
stitution which is the panoply and protection of the 
south, as well as the north; that it covers the en- 
tire union, and isyequally a guaranty for the unmo- 
lested enjoyment of the domestic institutions of all 
its parts ; and, I trust, further, that they will no 
longer close their eyes to the fact that, vo far as 
those in whose welfare they express so much feel- 
ing are cancerned, this foreign interference has been 
and must inevitably continue to be, evil, and only 
evil. Having, on a former occasion, expressed my 
views somewhat at length, I will not detain you 
larther than to notice an erroneous statement which 
has been made, anda thousand times repeated, with 
regard to my own course and that of the represen- 
tatives of New Hampshire in both honses of con- 
gress. We have been ebarged with having denied 
the right of petition; and although the charge is 
wholly without foundation, I have no doubt that, 
froin its frequent repetition, it may have had an in- 





fluence upon the minds of many honest and patriotic 
men. So far from having denied, we have unilorm- 
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ly asserted and maintained this right. But afterde-| Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sovier, Smith, of Connecti-; The Vice President said, that according to’ us 


clamation and argument bad been exhausted on both 
sides of the question—atter the memorials had been 
referred to a select cominittee during the twenty- 
fourth congress, and an elaborate report sent forth 
to the American people—we thought it our duly to 
take such a course with petitions of this character 
as would enable congress to proceed with the con- 
sideration df subjects of necessary and legitimate 
legislation. The whole question since that period 
has been one with regard to the disposition of me- 
morials when received ; and no denunciation or false 
Tepresentations will drive us from a course deman- 
ded alike by a regard for the proper and necessary 
legislation of congress, the rights of the south, and 
the interests of the whole country. After the de- 
clarations which have come from high sources du- 
ring the present session, in both ends of the capitol, 
1 ain encouraged to hope that the agitation of this 
question in New England for political purposes will 
cease; that there will be no more attempts to de- 
ceive and excite the people by inculcating the im- 
pression that their right to petition has been in- 
vaded, 

On motion of Mr. Williams of Mississippi, the 
question of reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. Nicholas presented the memorial of upwards 
of one thousand citizens of the state of Louisiana, 
praying for the repeal or modification of the natu- 
ralization laws: referred to the committee on for- 
eign relations. 

Mr. Wright, from the same committee, reported 
without ainendinent the bill making appropriations 
for the erection of public buildings in Florida, and 
the bill to revive and extend the act authorizing the 
issuing of treasury notes. pitts 

Mr. King said, he rose to present a resolution in 
consequence of the melancholy death this morning 
of one of the officers of the senate, [Mr. Edward 
Weir.}] But yesterday, (said Mr. K.) he was among 
us discharging his duties apparently in good health 
and spirits—io-day, he had passed that bourne 
whence no traveller returns. He would not dweil 
on the faithful services of this officer, while he was 
among us: they were well known to the members 
of this body. He rose simply to present a resolu- 
tion that the senate would attend the funeral of their 
deceased ollicer, at half past 3 o’clock to-inorrow, 
and that the expenses of his funeral be paid out of 
the contingeut fuad of the senate. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, "That the secretary of the treasury and the 
postmaster general be directed to report to the senate 
wat drafis on banks having public funds on deposite 
have been protested since the firstday of January, 1837; 
the ammount of public money in deposite in each bank at 
the time of each.protest; and whether, in any case, 
such protests have been made in violation of special ar- 
rancements, and, if so, what those arrangements were. 

The following bills were ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill entitled a bill in arnendment of the acts 
respecting the judicial system of the United States ; 
and . 

The bill to authorize the selection of lands for the 
benefit of the university of Michigan, instead of 
other lands heretofore selected ; 

The bill to repeal certain acts respecting navy 
pensions, and making further provisions in relation 
to navy pensions; and 

The bill to authorize the Washington county and 
St. Genevieve railroad company, in the state of 
Missouri, to consiruct a road through the public 
lands. 

The bill more effectually to preserve the public 
money in the hands of officers and agents of the go- 
vernment, &c. caine up on its third reading ; when 

Mr. Webster addressed the senate for a few min- 
utes, to show that the laws and regulations of the 
treasury were abundantly sufficient, and that there 
was needed no further legislation. 

Mr. Hubbard replied at some length ; when a mo- 
tion was made by Mr. Clay to recommit, with in- 
structions to so amend it as to designate that the 
yublic funds of the government shovid be deposited 
to the credit of the treasurer of the United States, 
and not to the private credit of the officer; which 
motion was lost by yeas and nays, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Crittenden, Fos- 
ter, Knicht, MeKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, Rob- 
b ni, Ruggles, Sinith, of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Webster, White—16. 

NA YS—Maessrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulion, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, of Maine, Wright, Young—24. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill. and earried in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cathbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linr, }.von, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 





cut, Suange, Walker, Wall, Williams, of Maine, Wil- 
liams, of Miss., Wrigit, Younz—2s, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, Swift, 
Tallmadge, White—15. 

The senate adjourned. 


February 22. Mr. Robinson, of Illinois, presen- 
ted resolutions from this state, remonstrating against 
the sub-treasury system as unsuited to the policy of 
the government, Mr, R. took occasion to say that 
he diitered with the legislature in their views—he 
thought the sub treasury system the best and wisest 
policy that could be adopted, and he thought that 
such also was the decided opinion of a larger portion 
of the people of Iilinois. His political creed was 
sach however, as forbade disobedience to instruction. 
Mr. R. from the same source presented a resolution 
asking a change of the constitution, by which, after 
1345, the presidency be restricted to one term. 

Mr Tallmadge, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, made areport on the memorial of Henry Hall 

nerwood, of New York, in relation to the invalua- 
ble discovery made by that gentleman, of the mag- 
netic needle in ascertaining the latitude and longi- 
tude of places ; five thousand copies of the report and 
memorial were ordered to be printed. 

The bili froin the house for erecting a new jail in 
the District was passed. 

The bill to prevent the interference of office-hol- 
ders in elections, came up as the special order, when 
Mr. Calhoun delivered his views at length against 
the general principles of the bill. Mr. Calhoun de- 
clared that he had never made any move which did 
not tend directly to the diminution of executive 
patronage. But opposed as he was to it, he could 
not give his support to this bill. He held it to be 
clearly unconstitutional. He maintained that the 
power to decide who shall exercise the elective right 
belongs exclusively to the states—that to the states 
also belonged power to regulative’ this right. 

The further discussion was then postponed on mo- 
tion of Mr. Crittenden. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
ereclion of certain national works in Maine, agreea- 
bly with the recommendation of general Wool and 
the secretary of war. 

The bill to provide for the protection of citizens 
of the United Siates residing in Oregon territory, or 
trading on the Columbia river or its tributaries, was 
taken up, and, afler being explained and advocated 
by Mr. Linn and opposed by Mr. Niles, was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the secretary of the 
treasury .was directed to report to the senate such 
information as he may possess as to the following 
particulars : 

1. The amount of coin made at the mint, and the 
amount ateach of its branches, for one year prece- 
ding the first day of February last. 

2. The ainount of bullion deposited at, or obtain- 
ed for, each establishu-ent for the same time. 

3. The expense incurred in carrying on and in 
sustaining each establishment durieg the same time. 

The bill for the protection of citizens of the U. 
States residing in Oregon and trading on the Colum- 
bia river and its tributaries, was taken up, and, alter 
being explained by Mr. Linn at some length, and 
some fu:ther discussion between Messrs. Sevier, 
Nudes and Wright, it was passed over informally. 

When the senate adjourned. 


February 23. The bill to amend the act of 3d 

March, 1837, entitled an act suppiementary to the 
act entitled an act to amend the Judicial system of 
the United States and for other purposes, after be. 
ing amended, on motions by Messrs. Linn, Clay, of 
Alabama, Norvell aud Sevier, was ordered to be en- 
vrossed. 
The bill to grant to the state of Indiana the right 
of pre-emption to a quantity of land, to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from New Albany, Indi- 
ana, to Mount Carmel, in Illinois, was read the 
third time and passed. 

The bill to explain and amend the fifth section 
of the act for the better organization of the United 
States marine corps was read the second time, as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engros- 
sed fora third readiug. 

The bill to amend the act of 3d March, 1834, 


the judicial system of the United States, was read 
a third time and passed. 

The bill to provide for the appointment of a 
board of commissioners to hear and examine claims 
against the United States, was taken up and con- 
sidered as in commnittee of the whole, and after some 
remarks from Messrs. Bayard, Wall, Sevier, :{ub- 
bard, Prentiss, Benton, Calhoun, aud Smith of Conn. 





was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


« 


supplementary to the act entitled an act to amend | | 





. : rie age 
he did not intend to resume his seat in THe-senate 


tiis session. He hada great deal of correspondeieg 
and some business al the public offices to atteug to 
which the senate knew that he could not do while per, 
forming his duties in the chair, and therefore his ab, 
sence from the senate became indispensably neces. 
sary. He would take this occasion to express hij, 
obligations to the members of the senate, for th, 
kindness and courtesy with which he had been 
treated during the years he had presided over {'¢), 
deliberations, and he concluded by wishing they, 
ali a safe and happy return to their families ayq 
their homes. 

The senate then adjourned. 

february 25. At eleven o’clock, in the abseneg 
of the vice president, the senate was called to orde 
by the secretary, and then proceeded to ballot for, 
president pro tempore. 

On the first ballot thirty votes were given, of 
which Mr. King of Alabama received twenty-eight 
and was accordingly declared to be duly elected, 

Mr. K. was then conducted to the chair by Messrs, 
Benton and Knight, and, in a neat and pertineyt 
address, returned thanks for the honor conferred oy 
him. 

A number of memorials and petitions were pre. 
sented and referred. 

Mr. Norvell presented a joint resolution of the 
legislature of the state of Michigan, instructing her 
senators and requesting her representatives “ to use 


their efforts for the adoption of such measures as F 


will insure the recognition, by foreign powers with 


whom we have national intercourse, of the absolute § 


citizenship of all foreigners naturalized by the ex. 
isting laws of the United States.”? Also a memo. 
rial from a large body of respectable naturalized 
citizens having the same object in view; oth of 
which were, after a few remarks from Mr. N., re. 
ferred to the committee on foreign relations, aud or. 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Hubbard submitted a resolution that the 
senate should hereafter take a recess from 3 to 5 
o’clock; and, after some remarks from Mr. H. on 


RE es i et wr 8 





the amount of business on the calendar, and the ne. & 


cessity of the acoption of the proposed resolution, 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 14, nays 17, 

Mr. Davisthen submiited a resolution, that here. 
after the senate meet daily at 10 o’cléck ; which was 
agreed to—ayes 15, noes 14. 

Mr. Norvell, in pursuance of notice given, moved 
that the senate go into an election of an assistant 
doorkeeper; wich, after some debate, was laid on 
table—ayes 23, noes 17. 


Mr. Niles sabmitted the following motion, which §- 


was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 0 & 
report to the senate whether the sum of $25,000, appro. 
priated in 1836 for removing the sand bar at the mouti B 
of the Connecticut river, has been expended for tha 5 
object, or any part thereof; and if not, the reasons why 5 
the said appropriation has not been expended agreex F 


bly to the act appropriating the same. 

The bill to provide for the security and protec. 
tion of the emigrant and other Indians west of the 
states of Missouri and Arkansas, was taken wp ov 
its third reading, and afier some remarks {rem Mr, 
Culhoun, in opposition to the bill, the question ot 
ils passage was decided in the affirmative—yeas 3], 
nays 10, as foliows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay. of Alabama, Clay, 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fos 
ter, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Merrick 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Swill 
Toners Walker, Wall, White, Wright, and Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bentowu, Calhoun, Niles, 
Norvell, Roane, Smith, of Connecticut, Williams, o 
Maine, and Williams, of Mississippi—10. 

So the bill was passed. 

The bill to provide for the appointment of 3 
board of commissioners to hear and examine claim 
against the United States, was considered on the 
question of its passage, and decided in the affirma 
tive—yeas 30, nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Me&srs. Bayard, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuth 
bert, Davis, Foster, Hubbacd, King, Knight, Lint 
Lyon, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nar 
vell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Koane, Robbins, Rob 
inson, Smith, of Connecticut, Swift, Tallmadge, Wa: 
ker, Wall, Williams, of Maine, and Young—30. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, ° 


So the bill was passed. al 

The bill to explain and amend the fifth section © 
the act for the better organization of the Unite 
States marine corps, was read a third time 2? 
passed. 

The bill providing for the disposition and manage 
ment of the fund bequeathed to the United States 
in trust, by James Sinithson, of London, decease® 


for the establishment of an institution for the 1” — 





ndiana, Strange, Williams, of Miss., and Wright—!®. F 
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crease and diffusion of knowledge among men, was 
taken Ups and, after an animated discussion, in 
which Messrs. Robbins, Niles, Caihoun, Walker, 
Criltenden, Brown, Benton, and Hubbard participa- 
ted, it was on motion of Mr. H. laid on the table— 
ayes 26, noes 15, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messtrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Mor- 
ris, Mouton, Niles, N orvell, Roane, Robinson, Smith, of 


Connecticut, Strange, Williams, of Maine, Williarss of 
Mississippi, and Wright—20. ; ' 

NA YS——-Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Davis, Fulton, 
Knight, Linn, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Walker, and 

oung—lo, 
ah Williams, of Maine, having asked and obtain- 
ed leave of the senate to make some remarks not in 
order under the rules, proceeded to state that he had 
noticed in one of the morning papers some com- 
ments on the late incidents in Maine, to the effect 
that Maine liad waged war against a foreign coun- 
try, which comments Mr, W. could not permit te 
pass unnoticed. What their object could be, when 
there was a prospect of a contest with a foreign 
country, thus to go in advance and put our own peo- 

le in the wrong, Mr. W. could not understand. 
here could be no question whatever as to the right 
of Maine to the territory in dispute. 


That question was largely and deliberately discuss- 
sed at the last session of congress, and a resolution 
was passed by both houses with great unanimity, 
which Mr. W. trusted had put that question at rest. 
In order that the senate might understand imore fully 
what the state of Maine had done, Mr. W. asked 
their attention while he made a brief statement of 
the circuimstances which led to the coutroversy now 
going on. 

This Mr. W. proceeded to do minuteiy. [But 
befure he concluded, Mr. Preston objected that the 
saine ground must be gone over again in a day or 
two, when the question would be regularly presented 
to the senate, aid that no tine was, at this late stage 
of the session, to be lost needlessly: but Mr. P. 
withdrew his objection at the intercession of Mr. 
Davis and others, and Mr. W. was aliowed to pre- 
ceed to a conclusion. J 

A sketch of his statement follows : 


A territéry south of the St John’s was never consid- 
ered debateable ground until after the treaty of Ghent, 
and when the commissioners under that treaty disa- 
greed as to the line of boundary as described in the 
treaty of 1783. 

A portion of it, contiguous to the line actually run 
from the monument, including the Aroostook river, was 
granted by the commonwealth of Massachusetts, more 
than 30 years ago, and has been held by the grantees 
and those claiming under them to this time. 
parts have been surveyed into townships, under the 
joint authority of Massachusetts and Maine, and have 
been divided between those states. 

The first setilements upon the Aroostook were com- 
menced within the last fifieen years, and were made 
by citizens of the states, and some persons from the 
provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, who 
went upon itas American territory, aud to avoid their 
provincial creditors. 

Soon after Maine was separated from Massachusetts, 
and made an independent state, her land agents, from 
year to year, went upon this territory to prevent depre- 
dations, and to obtain satisfaction for twespasses com- 
mitted thereon, and in many instances effected their 
purpose. 

Pending the arbitration and since, various arrange- 
ments haye been proposed to preserve the timber upon 
this territory, and to prevent collision between the au- 
thorities of the contending parties, providing that neither 
party should do acts to increase their claims or preju- 
dice the rights of the other. : 

Under this arrangement, Maine has not presed her 
jurisdiction beyond the St. John’s, but has constantly 
exercised a supervision of the territory south of the St. 
John’s, granted permits to cut timber, and to obtain 
satisfaction tor timber cut by trespassers, opened and 
made roads, put on settlers, &c. 

The recent claim by the authorities of New Pruns- 
wick to maintain exclusive jurisdiction has been con- 
stantly resisted, as well by the United States as by 

aine and Massachusetts. 

The governor of Maine, being informed that very ex- 
tensive depredations were being committed upon the 
timber in that territory, and by persons avowing their 
determination to resist by force any attempts which the 
authorities of Maine might make ta remove them, 
thereupon the land agent of Maine, with the sheriff of 
Penobscot county, with a posse of abuut 200 armed 
men, was sent to the Aroostook !o arrest the trespas- 
sers, and to prevent further depredations, 

While in the discharge of this duty, the land agent 
was arrested upon our territory by armed men, taken 
to Woodstock, there examined by magistrates, ordered 
to Frederickton, and sent thither upon a horse. sled, 
under military guard and the huzzas of the multitude ; 
and what his present situation is, is notknown, 

Upon this the lieutenant governor of New Bruns- 
wick issues his proclamation. Governor Fairfield com- 
municates it to the legislature, and their action upon it. 

Lieutenant governor Harvey writes to the governor 


Other | 


that the force be withdrawn, and says, if mot done, he 
shal! expel them. : 

Governor Fairfield replies, denies exclusive jurisdic- 
tion, and says he shali not withdraw the foree so long as 
he can maintain it, 

Mr. Walker said that he was not at all surprised 
at the course of the paper alluded toon this subject. 
It had but followed its iustinets in this matter. In 
the difficulties with the Indians it had advocated their 
pretensions, in opposition to the government ; in 
our difficulties with France, it was the Frencl: or- 
gan; in our dispute with Mexico, it was the Mexi- 
can organ; and in the present difliculty it was very 
natural it should be the British organ. Wherever 
we have had difficulties with a foreizn power, this 
paper was sure to be found advocating foreign in- 
terests. 

The Chair interposed, and said, there being no 





proposition before the senate, the remarks of the 

)senator were out of order. 

Mr. Davis said he was about to ask the senator 

from Maine what journal it was to which he alluded. 
Mr. Williams said it was the National Intelligen- 

cer of this morning. He had seen no other, 


Maine had considered it a matter of sufficient im- 
portance to make a forinal reply in the senate to the 
editorial remarks of a newspaper. An importance 
would be given them, whether designed or not, by 
bringing them before this body, to which they might 
not be entitled ; and Mr. D. therefore regretted that 
the senator had considered them of so much im- 
portance az to present them gravely for the considera- 
tion of the senate in the present attitude of afiairs. 
In regard to this controversy, Mr. D. had, on 
former occasions, fully expressed his opinion that 
| there was not a shadow of doubt as to our title to 
the disputed territory; and that any gentleman who 
would calinly and fairly examine the evidence could 
not doubt that the title of Maine was perfectly clear 
and conclusive. Mr. D. still thought there was and 
could be no doubt as to this question of right; and 
if the question should arise, whether that right 
should be maintained by the government, Mr. D. 
would promptly go for the right of Maine to this 
territory, according to the treaty of 1783; and,-in 


what that treaty gave. But it seemed that we had 
now come suddenly and unexpectedly to the very 
verge of war with one of the most powerful nations 
ofthe world. Mr. D. would say this was unexpect- 
ed, because no one could have anticipated the events 
which had recently occurred. Under these circutn- 
‘stances, so very important as well as critical, it be- 
hooved all to act with prudeice and considerate 
calinness, and to obtain a thorough knowledge of the 
circuinstances, before ite ea’ to make any iin- 
pression on the public mind. The considerations 
connected with this subject were of a most mo- 
mentous character. Our ships and property were 
abroad every where, in every sea and ocean, and the 
country was in no condition to meet such a crisis as 
might be now impending. The utmost calimness 
and deliberation were therefore demanded on every 
account, and, for one, Mr. D. was willing to wait 
and hear what Maine would have to say, with no dis. 
position to impugn her course, 2nd with the hope 
that she had done nothing prematurely or inconsist- 
ent with her own honor. 

The journal to which the senator from Maine had 
alluded, had represented the late proceedings in 
Maine on this subject as a matter of party strife, to 
see which party would go the furthest; and Mr, D. 
had himself sometimes thought that, under the deep 
and unanimous sense of wrong to which the people 
of Maine had been goaded, there had beena strug- 
gle to see who would be foremost. But senators 
were not to be influenced by that in their proceed- 
ings, but by the consideration of what the interest 
and honor of the country mquired. Mr. De had 
hoped that this subject wouid not come up in any 
form till the senate liad received a communication 
respecting it from the president of the-United States ; 
for rumor at least indicated that statements would 
probably be presented by him to congress. which, 
doubtless, could be relied on for their aceuracy; and 
the subject would then be more clearly understood 
and better comprehended. ‘Till then, Mr. D. hoped 
gentlemen would remain tranquil; and if it should 
then or afterward appear that it was necessary to 
maintain our rights by a resort to arms, Mr. D. was 
not one of those who wonld be for faltering on that 
question. Mr. D. had hoped, from the results of the 
‘last session, when this body were nearly unanimous 
in favor of further negotiation for a resurvey, that it 
would have resulted in an amicable adjustment of 
this whole matter. He feared nothing important had 
grown out of it; ‘but he desired better information as 
to the purposes of Great Britain on this head. Till 








jall these matters and the relations in this respect are 





Mr. D.’s opinion, Maine now claimed nothing but | 





of Maine that he claims exclusive jurisdiction: asks;thoroughly understood, it behoeved the senate to 


look upon this subject with the ealm firmness which 
the crisis demanded, and to preserve the peace of 
the courtry, if consisteat with its integrity and 
honor. " 

The senate having taken up the bill providing for 
the protection of the citizens of the United States re- 
siding in the Oregon territory, or trading on the Co- 
lumbia river, Mr. Linn referred to the recent move- 
ments upon the Maine frontier, as evidence of the 
grasping disposition of the British government, and 
commended the spirit with wlich the aggressors 
had been met, &c. But thinking that the passage ot 
the bill at this period might be misconstrued, he 
would not press its passage at this session, [Mr. 
Tinn’s remarks shall be inserted hereafter.] On 
motion of Mr. Wright, the bill was then recommit- 
ted to the committee on foreign relations, and the 
senate adjourned. 


February 26. After the presentation of a number 


lof petitions, numerous reports: were made by the 


committees on private cases, and the bills before or- 
dered to be engrossed were severally read a third 
tine, and passed. 

A joint resolution was introduced by Mr. Davis 


Mr. Davis said he regretted that the senator fro™ | to establish the legal value of the pound ($4) of the 
| provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, Bri- 


tish provinces in North America. 

The following bills anongst others, were several- 
ly considered in coinmittee of the whole, and order- 
,ed to be engrossed : 

To authorize the location of the: pre-emption cer- 
tificates given by the register of the land office at 
Batesville, in Arkansas, under the act of the 26th of 
May, 1324, on any of the public lands for sale in the 
state of Arkansas. 

To authorize the inhabitants of township eight 
north, range thirty-two west, in the state of Arkan- 
sas, to enter a section of land, in lieu of the sixteenth 
section in said towuship, upon condition that the 
saine is surrendered to the United States for military 
purposes. 
| ‘To revive the act entitled ‘an act to enabie the 





‘claimants to land within the limits of Missouri and 


| the territory of Arkansas to institute proceedings to 
try the validity of their claims,” approved the 26th of 
May, 1824, and the act amending the same. 

To provide for additional clerks in the post office 


departinent and the aucitor’s office connected there- 
with, aud for other purposes. 


| The senate took up, on its third reading, the follow- 


ing bill, repo:ted by Mr. Wall, from the committee 

(on the judiciary : 

To explain and limit the powers of the circuit court of 
the District of Columbia. 

_ Be tt enacted, §c. That it-shall not be lawful for the 
circuit court of the District of Columbia to issue a writ 
or wri!s of mandamus to an officer or officers of the 
United States, except in cases in which the power to 
issue Such writ or writs is or may be conferred by law 
on the eircuit courts of the United Siates. 

Mr. Prentiss, having made some explanatory re- 
marks, moved to recommit the subject to the com- 
| tmittee on the judiciary, with instructions to amend 
| the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause, 
and inserting the following words : 

“That the several circuit courts of the United States 
shall have power to issue writs of mandamus within 
| ber, respective jurisdictions according to the usages of 

aw. 

Mr. Prentiss warmly advocated his motion, and 
contended that the writ of mandamus was the most 
beneficial, next to the habeas corpus, known to the 
common law. It existed, he believed, in the juris- 
prudence of every state in this union, and he could 
not consent that the judicial system of the United 
Stales should be destitute of this ancient and highly 
valuable common law reinedy. 

Mr. Presion observed that, from the lateness of the 
session, there was little or no prospect of the bill 
passing in the other house, if it should now pass the 
senate in any form, He therefore moved the indefi- 
nite postponement of the biil. 

This motion was negatived, by yeas and nays, as 
follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Merrick, Preatiss, Pres- 
tou, Rives, Ruggles, Smith of Indiaua, Swift, Tall- 
madge—14 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lyon, Monton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvel!, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Serer, Smith of Conn., Strange, 
Wall, Williams, of Maine, Wiiliams of Mississippi, 
Wright, Young—26. 

Mr. Preston now argued, with great earnestness, 
and at considerable length, in opposition to the ori- 
zinal bill, and in favor of a power residing in the 
United States courts, of issuing a writ of mandamus, 
as in the case of Stockton & Stokes versus the posts 
inaster general, | 
_. Mr. Prentiss’ substitute, as above, was now res 
jected, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
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Y BAs—Mes-rs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Critiendea, Davis, Foster, Knight, Merrick, Pren- 
tiss, Presioa, Rives, Ruggles, Sinitia of Indiana, Swiii, 
"L'allmadge—I5. 

NAYS—Messrs. ‘Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Rovinson, Sevier, Smith of Coan., Siranye, 
Wall, Williams of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, 
Wright, Young—27. 

Tie bill was then passed, by yeas and nays, as 
follows ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Huvbard, King, 
Linn, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Roane, Robinsen, Sevier, Smith of Conn.,, 
Strange, Wail, Williams of Maine, Williams of Mis- 
sissippi, Wright, Young—27. 

AYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Merrick, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, Smith uf Indiana, Swift, 
Tallmadge—15. 

Soime ume was occupied in considering the bill 
from the other house making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year 1839, which was amended 
and ordered to a third reading. 

A message was received trom the president of the 
United States, together with documents, on the sub- 
ject of the recent and existing difficulties between 
the people and authorities of Maine and New Bruns- 
wick. [See proceedings of house, page 14.] Af- 
ter the message and documents had been read, an 
animated debate (to be given in our next) ensued, 
at the termination of which they were referred to 
the cominittee on foreign atfairs, and five thousand 
extra copies of both ordered to be printed. 

February 27. This morning, the joint resolution 
introduced yesterday by Mr. Davis, to establish the 
legal value of the pound (currency) of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

In pursuance of the resolution adopted to that 
effect, tie senate went into the election of a printer, 
fur the next congress, and the first ballot resulted 
as follows: 

Blair and Rives received 25; Gales and Seaton, 
11; Ogcen Niles, 4; Thomas Allen, 2; Blank, 1. 

So that Blair and Rives were duly elected. 

The bill to prevent the interference of public 
oflicers in elections coming up as the special order, 
Mr. Critienden addressed the senate at some length, 
aud was-followed by Messrs. Wall and Niles. 

The bill to establish light-houses and to place 
buoys, was considered in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed. [See last page.] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, Febsuary 21. The journal having been 
read, Mr, Prentiss of Mississippi, rose, he sai, for 


the purpose of presenting to the house a question of 


payeage- And he then offered the following reso- 
{ 


ition: 

Resolved, That this house proceed forthwith to in- 

uire— 
; 1. Whether Alex. Duncan, a member of this house 
froin the state of Ouio, be the author of a certain pub- 
lication or publications under his name, in relation to 
the proceedings of this house, and certain members 
thereof, published in the Globe newspaper of the 19th 
instant. 

2. Whether, by said publication or publications, the 


said Alex. Duncan has uot been guilty of a violation of 


the privileges of this house, of an offeace against its 
peace, digaity, and good order, and of such grossly in- 
decent, ungentlemanly, disgraceful, and dishonorable 
misconduct, as renders him unworthy of his seat in 
this house, and justly liable to expulsion from the same. 

The Speaker said that this, being a question of 
privilege, woutd take precedeuce over all other busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Prentiss said that, as the question was an iin- 
portant one, he would, before proceding in his re- 
marks, move a call of the house; which was. or- 
dered. 

The roll having been called, 125 members an- 
swered totheir names. The names of the absentees 
were then called, and there appeard 149 meinbers 
present. Mr. P. moved a suspension of further pro- 
ceedings, but withdrew the motion. Several mem- 
bers who had entered tne hall ad interim appeared, 
and announced their presence to the chair. 

The doors of the hail were then closed ; also, those 
convenient apertures, commonly called windows. 
And excuses wete received. ~ Alter which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Hulstead, ail further proceedings in the 
call were dispensed with. 

Mr. Preatiss then called for the reading of the 

ublication to which the resolution had reference. 

hich having been read, Mr. P. rose and addressed 

the house at great leugth on the subjects of his re- 
solution. 

iv P. was followed by Messrs. Jenifer, Duncan, 
and a number of other members; and the debate 
and proceedings continued until nearly 7 o’clock. 


in the course of the day’s preceedings, two mo- 
tions were made to lay the motion of Mr. Prentiss 
fon the table; the one by Mr. Gray of New York, 
which was negatived $i nays to 83 yeas; the 
other by Mr. Parris of Maine, which was negatived 
by 101 nays to 91 yeas. 

In the course of the debate, Mr. Thompson of 
South Carolina, moved to amend the motion o} Mr. 
Prentiss, by striking out and substituting for it the 
following: 

“Resolved, That Alexander Duncan, a member of 
this house, having avowed himself the author of an ar- 
ticle published in the Giobe of the 19th instant, grossly 
libeltuus of honorable members of this bedy: that the 
said Alexander Duncan be reprimanded by the speaker 
in the presence of the house.” 

Beiore the question was taken on this proposed 
ainendment, the house adjourned ; and the subjeet 
comes up first, as the unfinished busivess, to-mor. 
row. 

[ We will give the details of this day’s proceedings, 
with the publication alkided to, and letters from 
Messrs. Slade and Stanly in relation thereto, im the 
next * ReGisTeR.” 

Friday, Feb. 22. The house resumed tie further 
consileration of the question of privilege under con- 
sideration at its adjournment yesterday, the pending 
question being on the adoption of the following re- 
solution offered last evening by Mr. W. Thompson, 
as a substitute for the original proposition of Mr. 
Prentiss : 

Resolved, That Alexander Duncan, a member of this 


house, having avowed himself the author of an article | & 


Peapeye in the Globe of the 19th mstant, grossly libel- 
ous of honorable members of this body; that the said 
Alexander Duncan be reprimanded by the speaker, iu 
the presence of the house. 

After some remarks from Mr. Petrikin, that gen- 
tleman moved tu lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. Tillinghast moved a call of the house. 

When, on the request of Mr. Elmore, and on his 
pledge to renew the motion, Mr. Petrikin withdrew 
the motion to lay the subject on the table. 

Some desultory conversation ensued on a point of 
order, when Mr. Elmore yielded the floor to Mr. W. 
Thompson tor the especial purpose of enabling him 
to modily his proposition. 

Mr. ‘I’. then modified his proposition to read as 
follows : 

Whereas Alexander Duncan, a member of this house 
froin the state of Onio, has, in his place. acknowledged 
himself to have written and caused to be published in 
the Globe newspaper of the 19th instant the following 
writing, to wit: [Here insert it.] ; 

Therefore, resolved, That the said Alexander Dun- 
can has, in the premises, subjected himseif to the just 
censure of this house, and that he be reprimanded there- 
for by the speaker in the presence of the house. 

Mr. T. said that this proposition would be accept- 
ed by the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. Pren- 
tiss) as a modification of his own. 

Mr. Prentiss said he accepted it, although contrary 
to his own opinion. 

The debate was continued by Mr. Elmore iu: op- 
position to any action on the subject, and Mr. Mene- 
fee and Mr. Prentzss in occasional explanation. 

Afier which, Mr. E., in compliance with his 
pledge, renewed the motion to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. Dromgoole ‘suggested to Mr. Petrikin to 
change his motion toa demand for the previous ques- 
tion, but Mr. P. did not accept the suggestion. 

Messrs. Prentiss, Mercer, Adams, and Legare 
urged a withdrawal of the motion to lay the subject 
on the table; but Mr. Petrikin persisted. 


Mr. Tillinghast renewed his motion for a call of 
the house, which being ordered, 206 members an. 
swered to their names. And, the namesof_ the ab- 
3entees being called, there appeared 216 meinbers 
‘present, ‘ 

When, on motion, furthér proceedings on the call 
were suspended, and the question recurring on the 
motion to lay the subject on the table, Mr. Reed 
demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Slade asked Mr. Petrikin to withdraw his 
motion, to enable him to wake an explanation per- 
sonal to himself. Mr. P. declined. 

At the request of Mr. Sherrod Williams, and on 
his pledge to renew it, Mr, Petrikin withdrew his 
motion for the purpuse of enabling Mr. W. to state 
his reasons for voting in favor of the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

Mr. W. having concluded, and having renewed 
the iotion according to pledge, several gentlemen 
attempted inetfectually to induce Mr. Petrikin. to 
withdraw it. 

And the question was then taken and decided in 
the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Ath- 
erton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bic4nell, Birdsall, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
John Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Cha man Clowney, 
| Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cush. 








Ve, 


Dromgoole, Elmore, Farrington 
isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Gran;’ 
Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hawisaonih, Hamer, Harrison 
| Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, William }’ 
Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B' 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson,s Nathaniel Jones, Kein), 
Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, Ly- 
‘on, James M. Mason, Martin, ag McKay, Rob- 
ert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Mille; 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel Morris, 
Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter’ 
Parris, Paynter, Peanypacker, Peirikin, Phelps, Pick? 
ens, Plumer, Potter Pratt, John H. Prentiss. Reijy 
! Richardson, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Shep 
lor, Snyder, Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, ‘Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer 
Wagener, Webster, Wecks, Milas ig aah 4 Sherrod Wil: 
liams, Jared W. Wilizams, Joseph L. Williams, Wor- 
thington, Yell—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Henman Alten, Ay. 
crigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, 
William B. Calhoun, J2Calhooa, William B. Camp- 
bell, Carter, Chambers, Cheathain, Childs, Clark, Cor- 
win, Cranston, Cushing, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fleich- 
er, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Giddings, Goode, James 
Graham, William Graham, Grennell. Hall, Halsted, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hotiman, 
Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson in. Cost 
Johnson, Kennedy, Legare, Linco!n, Mallory, Marvin, 
May, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mit- 
chell, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, 
S. S. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
eant, Augustine H. Shepherd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, 
Stuart, Siratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghas:, 
Toland, Underwood, Albert S. White, John White, L. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Word, Yorke—94. 

So the subject was laid on the table. 

On leave given, 

Mr. Everett, from the committee on Fndian affairs, 
reported with amendments senate bill to appoint 
commissioners to adjust claims under the Choctaw 
treaty. 

On leave given, 

Mr. Naylor, from the select committee, appointed 
to inquire into the conduct of commocore Elhiott, 
made a report, accompanied by the following reso- 
lutions : ' 

Resolved, That an interference, by the house of repre- 
sentatives, in the disputes that occur between subordi- 
nate Officers of the navy and their superiors, command- 
ing squadrons, is a power which ought at all times to 
be exercised with great caution, and is calculated to 
produce insubordination in that important arm of the 
national defence. But, in the opinion of this commit- 
tee, it is competent for the representatives of the people 
to investigate any abuses alleged to be committed by 
officers in command of squadrons, and to provide, by 
law, for the recurrence of such abuses; and, moreover, 
to investigate and ascertain whether the head of the 
navy department may have used such means as are 
placed in his hands by law to punish and prevent any 
such alleged abuses. 

Resolved, That the most appropriate remedy for such 
subordinate officers is an appeal to the secretary of the 
navy for a court of inquiry to investigate the charges 
exhibited against the:r superiors ; and from his decision 
the party aggrieved may appeal to the president, who, 
by the constitution, is commander-in-chief of the navy ; 
he, as weil as the secretary, being liable to impeach- 
none for a wilful and corrupt vivlation or neglect of 

uty. 

Resolved, That the time allowed this committee is in- 
sufficient to enable them to make a full and thorough 
examination of the subject committed to them; that 
even a limited and partial examination would require 
them, contrary to the duty they owe to their immediate 
constituents and the country at large, to be absent 
daily during the sittings of the house, at this important 

riod of the session. 

Resolved, therefore, That it is inexpedient to com- 
mence the investigation at this time, and that the chair- 
man report these resolutions, with the journal of our 
proceedings, to the house, together with the opinion of 
this committee, that the eubject matter referred to them 
by the resolution of the house of the 14th instant re- 

uires investigation, and that he ask that the committee 
fe discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

The report and resolutions having been read, 

Mr. Naylor moved that they be laid on the table 
and printed. Mr, N. then explained that this was 
the report of the majority, and asked leave to pre- 
sent two other reports on the same subject—the one 
of the minority of the committee, and the other of 
an individual member thereof, Mr. Prentiss, of 
Miss., inquired if it was in order to move to recom- 
mit the report with instructions. The Speaker said 
it was not in order whilst a motion to lay on the ta- 
ble and print was pending. Mr. Naylor then with- 
drew his motion. Mr. Howard called for the read- 
ing of the views of the majority. 

r. Prentiss claimed the floor, and moved to re- 
commit the report and resolutions of the majority 
to the committee, with instructions to strike out so 
much thereof as gave advice to this house, or re-. 
flected on its course in going into the investigation. 
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Mr. P. proceeded to address the house, but yielded 
the floor, on the suggestion of Mr. Chambers, in 
order that the other reports might be read. The 
Speaker said that the minority could not, as a mat- 
ter of right, report; but that, by anantinous Consent, 
their views might be laid betore the house. And 
leave having been granted, the two other reports 
were read. [See page 4.j. 

Mr. Prentiss then addressed the house at length 
on the subject of his motion. After which, on me- 
tion of Mr. Camoreleng, ali the reports were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, through A. Van Buren, his private 
secretary. 

On leave, Mr. Howard introduced the folowing 
resolution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to inform this house whether any and what 
change kas occurred, since ais annual message, in the 

oature of the relations between the United States and 

exico, and to communicate to the house such corres- 

ondence relating thereto as may not be incompatible 
with the pubhte interest. 

Mr. Cumbreleng having made an‘urgent appeal to 
the house on the subject of the appropriation bills, 

The house,on his motien, 
into committeee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Banks, of Virginia, in the chair,) on 
the general appropriation bill; the pending ques- 
tion being on the motion of Mr. Bronson, declaring 
that no part of the contingent fund of the snpreme 
court of the United States should be paid to the 
clerk for printed copies of papers which had been 
printed and already paid for by the United States. 

Mr. C. H. Williams addressed the committee at 
great length in a review of political topics general- 
jy. Mr. James Garland obtained the floor, but gave 
way to Mr. Siade, who spoke for some time, when 
he gave way for a metion for the committee to rise, 
on which the vote was ayes 44, noes 51—no quorum. 

Mr. S. resumed and concluded, when the com- 
mittee ruse and the house adjourned. f 

Saturday, February 23. By general consent, a 
number of bills on the speaker’s table were put on 
their first and second reading, and were appropri- 
ately referred. 

The senate bill to provide for the armed occa- 
pation of Florida coming up on the question of re- 
ference, Mr. Robertson called for the reading of the 
bill: which having been read, Mr. Downing moved 
its reference to the coinmittee on military affairs. 
Mr. Robertson being about to address the house, 
Mr. Yell appealed to Mr. R. not to discuss the bill 
at this time. On the request of several gentlemen 
that the bills on the speaker’s table might be refer- 
red, he (Mr. ¥.) had yielded his right to the floor 
on the report of the committee on public lands. He 
hoped he would not be deprived, on that account, ot 
the opportunity to close his remarks. Mr. Robert- 
son persisting in his desire to say a few words, Mr. 
Yell moved that the further consideration of the 
bill be postponed until Monday. Mr. Robertson 
moved its indefinite postponement. 

The Speaker said the latter motion would bring 
up the merits of the bill. Mr. Yell again appealed 
to the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Robertson, ) 
hot to deprive hin (Mr. Y.) of the opportunity to 


S close his remarks. That gentleman should be the 


last to do so, inasmuch as he had himself addressed 
the house on the subject of the public lands for the 
morning hour for three or fourdays. Mr. Downing 
wished the bill to be committed to the military com- 
mitte, but said that, if it was to be indefinitely post- 
voned, he hoped the question would be decided now, 

he Speaker said the question first in order would 
be on the motion to postpone until Monday. Mr. 
Yell withdrew that motion. The question then re- 


E curred on the motion to commit to the committee 


On military affairs. Mr. Robertson proceeded to op- 


| pose the commitment, on the ground that the bill 


contemplated the commencement of an entirely new 
policy, and that it was a bill to add £0,000 men to 
the standing army of the United States. He was 
Mg to the commitment, but, if committed at 
all, it should be committed either to a select com- 


: Inittee or to the committee on public lands. Mr. 


| the table. 


R. was interrupted several times by Messrs. Yell 
and Petrikin for entering, as they alleged, into the 
merits of the bill, to discuss which the speaker deci- 
ded to be out oforder on a motion to commit. Mr. 
Robertson then changed his motion for indefinite 
postponement to a motion that the bill be laid on 
Mr. Stanly moved a call of the house. 
Mr. £L. Williams demanded the yeas and nays on 


) that motion ; which were ordered, and being taken 


| answered to their naines. 


Were: yeas 89, nays 60. So the call was ordered ; 
and the clerk having called the roll, 170 members 
The names of the absen. 
tees having been called, there appeared 183 mnem- 
bers present. On motion of Mr. Cumbreleng, all 
further proceedings on the call were dispensed with. 


again resolved itself 





And the question recurring onthe motion tolay the 
billon the table, Mr. Grennell asked for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered, and being taken 
were: yeas 91, nays 94; so the motion to lay the 
billon the table was rejected. The question recur 
ring en the motien to commit to the committee on 
public lands, Mr. Robertson moved that so much 


of the said bill as related to surveys be referred to. 
the committee en public lands, and so much as re- | 


lated to grain tothe committee on agriculture. The 
Speaker decided the motion not to be in order. Mr. 
Cambreleng moved that the house proceed to the 
orders of the day. 

By general consent, the house took up the senate 
bill on the speaker’s table, entitled ‘an act te 
amend the act for regulating the judiciary system 
of the United States.” The bill having been read 
twice by its title, Mr. Thomas moved it be engross- 
ed for a third reading. Some conversation fol!ow- 
ed between Messrs. Sergeant and Fillmore, when 
Mr. Adams called for the reading of the filth sec- 
tion, (which abolishes the punishinent of whipping 
and the pillory.) Mr. Adams said that the question 
which occurred to his mind was, that the bill abol- 


‘ished certain punishments without providing a sub- 


stitute. Mer. Sergeart was understeod to explain 
that this constituted a part of the punishment for 
certain offences, and that, this being taken away, 
the other punishment remained. Mr. dams said 
he would not raise any serious objection to the bill, 
although ke would have preferred to have had fur- 
ther time to consider one or two points in it which 
occurred to him as objectionable. Qne of the ob- 
jections was this—here were two ignominious pun- 
ishments abolished, punishments i:nplying much 
more of igrominy than of pain, and nething was 
substituted in theirsiead. The additional imprison- 
ment which the judges were empowered to impose 
was not, as it seemed to him, an adequate substitute 
for the pillory; aud the bill was further objection- 
able, because it did enable the court, at their dis- 
cretion, if not at their pleasure, to add to the pun- 
ishment of imprisonment what they might think a 
proper equivalent. There were tmany cases in 
which great injustice might thus be done to offen- 
ders. He was reluctant to give up the punishment 
by pillory, Believing, as he did, that it exercised a 
salutary influence on the mind, the conscience, and 
the moral feelings of the man. He would not, bow- 
ever, at this late period in the session, threw hitn- 
self in the way of the passage of the bill. And the 
bill was then ordered toa third reading on Monday. 

The Speaker laid before the house several execu- 
tive communications. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house again 
resolved itself inte a ceimmittee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Banks, of Virginia, in the 
chair,) and again took up the general appropriation 
bill, which occupied its attention until near 12 
e’clock, P. M., when the committee rose and re- 
ported its progress. 

When the committee rose, an appeal was pend- 
ing which had been made by Mr. Ingham, from a 
decision of the chairman, (Mr. Banks,) in relation 
to his motien for a reappropriation of $100,000, 
formerly appropriated for a dry-dock in New York 
harbor. On the motion to adjourn the yeas and nays 
were called, when there were 34 for the adjourn- 
ment, and 25 against it. A motion fora call of the 
house was negatived. After frequent attempts to 


get the bill out of committee, a little before tweive | 


o’clock, P. M., the house adjourned. 


Monday, Feb. 25. The regular business of the 
day being the call for resolutions, Mr. Cambre- 
leng moved a suspension of the rule for the purpose 
of calling the committees for reports, and proceed- 
ing with the public business. 

Mr. Adams asked leave to present the fotlowing 
resolutions. which were read for information : 

Resolved by the senate and house of representaiives ‘n 
congress assembled, two-thirds of both houses concurring 
therein, That the foliowing arnendments to the consti- 
tution of the United States be proposed to the several 
states of the union, which, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the legislatures of said states, shall become 
and be a part of the constitution of the United States: 

Ist. From and after the 4th day of July, 1842, there 
shall be throughout the United States, no hereditary 
s'avery; but on and after that day every child bora 
within the United States, their territories or jurisdiction, 
shall be born free. 

2d. With the exception of the territory of Florida, 
there shail henceforth never be admitted into this union 
any state, the constitution of which shall tolerate with- 
in the same the existence of slavery. 

3d. From and after the 4th of July, 1845, there shall 
be neither slavery nor slave trade at the scat of govern- 
ment of the Uniied States. 

Objection having been made, Mr. A. proceeded 
to state that he had in his possession a petition which 
he desired to present, and on which these resolu 
tions were founded. It was a petition from John 
Jay and 43 most respectable citizens of the city ol 


New York. [Mr. A was here interrupted by cries 
to order.] And the Speaker having decided that the 
inotron to suspend the rule must first be disposed of, 
Mr. A. did not press the motion further at this time. 
And the question having been taken on the motion 


jet Mr. Cumbreleng, the rules were suspended. 


Reports of committees were then called for, when 
the following, among others, were made to the house : 

Mr. Oushman, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a biil explanatory of an act entitled an act 
making appropriations for building light-houses, 
light-boats, beacon-lights, buoys, and making sur- 
veys for the year 1838, passed 7ih July, 1838. 

Mr. Casey, trom the committee on public lands, 
reported, without amendinent, senate bills author- 
izing the relinquishment of the sixteerith sections 
granted for the use of schools, and the entry of 
ether fands in lieu thereof; and authorizing certain 
certificates of deposite to be cancelled and reissued ; 
which fast mentioned bill was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. Chapman, from the same committee, report- 
ed, with amendinents, senate bill for the relief of 
certain settlers on the public lands who were de- 
prived of the benefits of the act granting pre- 
es ee rights, which was approved on the 19th 
, 1834. . 

Some debate followed, (directed to the question 
of engrossment or commnitinent,) in which Messrs. 
Lincoln, Chapman, L. Williams, and Crabb, parti- 
cipated; when, on motion of Mr. Lewis Williams, 
the bill (ayes 82, noes 54) was laid on the table. 

Mr. Loomis, froin the same committee, reported, 
with amendment, senate bill to authorize John E. 
Metcalf and others to locate certain pre-emption 
claims to land in Indiana. 

Also, made a report upon the subject of securing 
to actual settlers on public lands the right of pre- 
emption to their own improvements, when offered 
fer sale, in preference to others, accompanied by a 
bill for that purpose. 

Also, reported a bill authorizing the issuing of 
land scrip to satisfy military bounty land warrants. 


Mr. Bouldin, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported, without amendment, senate 
bill supplemental to the act granting certain city 
lots to the corporation of the Culumbian college, for 
the purposes therein mentioned, approved 14th July, 
1832. This biil was read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. Toucey, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported, without amendment, senate bill to pre- 
vent the abatement of suits and actions now pend- 
ing, in which the Bank of Columbia, in George- 
town, may be a party; which bill was read the 
third time and passed. : 

Mr. Toucey, from the same committee, reported 
an amendatory bill to authorize the circuit courts of 
the United States to appoint their own clerks and 
to regulate the fees of clerks in the states of Lou- 
isiana and Alabama. . 

Also, senate bill to abolish imprisonment for debt 
in certain cases, without amendment; which bill 
was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. McKay, from the coininittee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the erection of certain mili- 
tary works on the northeastern frontier of the United 
States. 

Mr. Howard, from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, reported at length, relative to the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and the Bri- 
tish provinces of Nova Scotiaand New Brunswick. 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, made a report upon the subject of an appro- 
priation for improving the navigation of the Ohio 
river, and reported an amendment to the joint reso- 
lution now before the house, authorizing certain 
military surveys. 

Mr. Pratt, from the committee on public bnild- 
ings and grounds, made a report upon the subject of 
having the public buildings, hereafter to be erected, 
built either of marble or granite, instead of sand- 
stone. 

Mr. Word, on leave, presented certain joint res- 
olutions from the legislature of Mississippi on the 
subject of post routes. Referred. 

Mr. May presented certain joint resolutions from 
the legislature of [!linois, on the subject of the cur- 
rency, which were read, laid on the table, ard order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. Sherrod Williams moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill abolishing imprisonment for 
debt in certain cases had been passed. The motion 
was entered. 

Mr. Lincoln, from the committee on public build- 
ings and grounds, laid before the house certain 
communications in reiation to the material for the 
constraction of public buildings. Laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jenifer, chairman of the select committee to 








which had been referred so muck of the president’s 
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nations, made a report; which was laid on the ta- 
ble and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Howard said that as this was a very impor- 
tant report, he would move the printing of 5,000 ex- 
tra copies. And the rule having been suspended, 
the motion to print (having been urged bricfly by 
Messrs. Howard and W. C. Johnson) was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Toucey, the ruies were suspen- 
ded for the purpose of considering the motion here- 
tofore made to reconsider the vote abolishing iin- 
prisoument for debt. Mr. Petrifin demanded the 
previous question. The bill having, en motion of 
Mr. Robertson, been read, the previous question 
was seconded, and the main question (being on the 
reconsideration) was ordered and taken, and the 
motion to reconsider was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the act amending the 
act in relation to the judicial system of the United 
States, was taken up om the question of fival pas- 
sage. Mr. £verelt moved to recommit the bill to 
the committee of the whole on the state of the un- 
ion, for the purpose of striking out the second sec- 
tion. Some debate followed, in which Messrs. Eve- 
relt aud Thomas participated. Mr. Cambreleng mo- 
ved the previous question. 

Mr. Everett moved to Jay the bill on the table ; 
which motion was rejected. The previous question 
was then seconded, and the main question ordered, 
and the bill was passed. 

The house again resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Banks 
in the chair,) on the gencral appropriation bill, 
which was debated until near one o’clock A. M.! 
when the coinmittee rose, on motion of Mr, Toucey. 

And the committee having risen, the Chairman 
reported the fact of the absence of a quorum. Mr. 
Toucey moved that the house adjourn; on which 
motion the yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

And then, at 1 o’clock A. M. the house adjourned. 


Tuesduy, Feb. 26. The unfinished business of 
the morning hour was the report of the select com- 
mittee on the public lands ; the question being on 
the amendinent cf Mr. Roberiso::. 

Mr. Yell said that there were but a few days of 
the session left for the transaction of business indis- 
pensable to the support of the government ; that it 
was now apparent that no action could be had dur- 
ing this session, and he would not trespass another 
morning upon the business of the nation, &c. He 
stated the positions which induced him to oppose 
the resolution, in addition to those advanced on a 
former day: First, that the public lands, under the 
deeds of cession, were set apart for the payment of 
the national debt, which amounted, at the close of 
the war, to about $80,000,000. ‘That debt has b-en 
paid, and, if you please, by the proceeds of the pub- 
jic lands; or rather, the whole amount of the sales 
amounts to about $106,000,000, out of which 
amount about $30,000,000 has been expended in 
surveying and paying all necessary expenses and 
salaries. But it must be recollected that this fund- 
ed debt was paid as well out of the common trea- 
sure as the proceeds of the public lands. Secondly, 
that, from the estimate of the commissioner of the 
general land office, there has been about $60,000,- 
000 paid for the purchase under the treaties with 
Flerida and Spain and the extinguishment of Indian 
titles. That must be paid before the proceeds can 
be diverted froin their original purpose. The mo- 
ney was taken out of the public treasury to acquire 
these tiiles, and it thereby became a part of the 
revenue, and could no more be applied in disiribu- 
tion than money raised from customs upon imports. 
My. Y. took a brief survey of the grounds assigned, 
and finally closed with his objections to the passage 
of the resolution, because the state of the treasury 
would not justify it, and because the effect would 
be to raise the tariff, or a resort to direct taxation 
to make up the deficiency, which he estimated to 
be $10,000,000, or more, and which, moreover, 
would fall heavily upon the western states, as they 
were the consumers, and paid the duties in the end. 
Mr. Sterrod Williams moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. Mr. Haynes asked Mr. W. to 
withdraw the motion; which Mr. W. refused to do. 
Mr. Lewis Williams demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay on the table; which were refused; 
and the question being taken, the whole subject 
was laid on the table. Some conversation took 











jects of Great Britain in said territory. 








place as to the order of business; when Mr. Cam- 
breleng moved a suspension of the rule, tor the pur- 
pose of going into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, to resume the consideration of 
the general appropriation bill. 

Me. Sherrod Williams moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which a bill in relation to certain 
yre-emption rights in the state of Alabama had been 
aid on the table yesterday ; which motion was en- 
tered on the journal. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. 





Banks in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
ofthe general appropriation bill, which was debated 
by several genilemen. 

Mr.W. Thompson having concluded his remarks, 
Mr. Howard stated that he understood that an exe- 
cutive message was ready to be delivered; and, to 
atford an opportunity for its presentation, he moved 
that the committee rise. The motion prevailed, 
and the committee rose and reported progress. 

The following message was then received from 
the president of the United States on the subject 
of the difficulties in Maine, and on motion of 
Mr. Howard, was immediately read at the clerk’s 
table ; also, a letter from Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth; 
Mr. Forsyth’s reply; Mr. Fox’s rejoinder; Mr. 
Forsyth’s letter to governor Fairfield; governor 
Fairtield’s letter to sir John Harvey. [The docu- 
ments accompanying the message shall be publish- 
ed hereafter. } 


To the house of representatives of the United States : 

I lay before congress several despatches from his 
excellency the governor of Maine, with enclosures, 
communicating certain proceedings of the legisla- 
ture of that state, and a copy of the reply of the 
secretary of stale, made by my direction, together 
with a note from H. 8. Fox, esq. envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentiary of Great Britain, 
with the answer of the secretary of state to the 
same. . 

It will appear from those documents that a nu- 
merous band of Jawless and desperate men, chietly 
from the adjoining British provinces, but without the 
authorily or sauction of the provincial government, 
had trespassed upon that portion of the territory in 
dispute between the United States and Great Britain 
which is watered by the river Aroostook, and claim- 
ed to belong to the state of Maine; and that they 
had committed extensive depredations there by cut- 
ting and destroyinga very large quantity of timber. 
It will further appear that the governor of laine, 
having been officially apprised of the circumstance, 
had communicated il to the Jegislature, with a re- 
commendation of such provisions, in addition*to 
those already existing by law, as would enable him 
to arrest the course of said depredations, disperse the 
trespassers, and secure the timber which they were 
about carrying away; that in compliance with a re- 
so!ve of the legislature, passed in pursuance of his 
recommendation, his exeellency had despatched the 
land agent of the state, with a fo.ce deemed ade- 


5 . 
quate to that purpose, to the scene of the alleged de- 


; predations, who, after accomplishing a part of his 


duly, was seized by a band of the trespassers, at a 
house claimed to be within the jurisdiction of Maine, 
whither he had repaired for the purpose of meeting 
and consulting with the land agent of the province of 
New Brunswick, and conveyed as a prisoner to 
Frederickton, in that province, together with two 
other citizens of the state, who were assisting him 
in the discharge of his duty. 

It will also appear that the gevernor and legisla- 
ture of Maine, satisfied that the trespassers had acted 
in defiance of the laws of both countries, learning 
that they were in possession of arms, and anticipa- 
ting (correctly, as the result has proved) that per- 
sons of their reckless and desperate character would 
set at naught the authority of the magistrates, with- 
out the aid of a strong force, had authorized the sher- 
iff, and the officer appointed in the place of the land 
agent, to employ, at the expense of the state, an 
armed posse, who had proceeded to the scene of 
these depreriations, with a view to the entire disper- 
sion or arrest of the trespassers and the protection of 
the public property. 

In the correspondence between the governor of 
Maine and sir Jolin Harvey, lieutenant governor of 
the province of New Brunswick, which has grown 
out of these occurrences, and is likewise herewith 
communicated, the former is requested to recall the 
armed party advanced into the disputed territory for 
the arrest of trespassers, and is informed that a 
strong body of British troops is to be held in readi- 
ness to support and protect the authority and sub- 
In answer 
to that reqnest the provincial governor is informed 
of the determination of the state of Maine to sup- 
port the land agent and his party, in the perform- 
ance of their duty, aud the same determination, for 
the execution of which provision is made by a 
resolution of the state legislature, is communicated 
by the governor to the general government. 

The lieutenant governor of New Brunswick, in 
calling upon the governor of Maine for te recall 
of the land agent and his party from the disputed 
territory, and the British minister in making a simi- 
lar demand upon the government of the United 
States, proceed upon the assumption that an agree. 
ment exists between the two nations conceding to 
Great Britain, until the final settlement of the boun- 
dary question, exclusive possession of, and juris- 
diction over, the ‘¢erritory in dispute. The impor- 
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tant bearing which such an agreement, if it existeg 
would have upon the condition and interests of the 
parties, and the influer:ce it might have upon the 
adjustment of the dispute, are too obvious to allow 
the error upon which this assumption seems to rest 
to pass for a moment without correction. The an. 
swer of the secretary of state to Mr. Fox’s note 
will show the ground taken by the government of 
the United States upon this point. It is believed 
that ali the correspondence which has passed be. 
tween the two governments upon this subject hag 
already been communicated to congress, and is now 
on their files. An abstract of it, however, hasti| 
prepared, accompanies this communication. It jg 
possible that in thus abridging a voluminous corres. 
pondence, commencing in 1825 and continuing to 
a very recent period,.a portion may have been ac. 
cidentally overlooked ; but it is believed that no. 
thing has taken place which would materially 
change the aspect of the question as therein pre. 
sented. Instead of sustaining the assumption of the 
British functionaries that correspondence disproyes 
the existence of any such agreement. It shows 
that the two governments have ditlered not only in 
regard to the main question of title to the territory 
in dispute, but with reference also to the right of 
jurisdiction, and the fact of the actual exercise of jt 
in different portions thereof. Always aiming at an 
amicable adjustment of the dispute, both parties 
have entertained and repeatedly urged upon each 
other a desire, that each should exercise its rights, 
whatever it considered them to be, in such a man- 
ner as to ayoid collision, and allay, to the greatest 
practicable extent, the excitement likely to grow 
out of the controversy. It was in pursuance of 
sucli an understanding that Maine and Massachu- 
setts, upon the remonstrance of Great Britain, de. 
sisted from making sales of lands, and the general 
government from the construction of a projected 
military road in a portion of the territory of whieh 
they claimed to have enjoyed the exclusive posses- 
sion, and that Great Britaty, on her part, in def-r- 
ence to a siinilar remonstrance froin the United 
States, suspended the issue of licenses to cut timber 
in the territory in controversy, and also the survey 
and location of a railroad through a section of coun. 
try over which she also claimed to have exercised 
exclusive jurisdiction. 

The state of Maine had aright to arrest the depre- 
dations complained of; it belonged to her to judge 
of the exigency of the occasion cailing for her inter- 
ference ; and it is presumed that had the lieutenant go- 
vernor of New Brunswick been correctly advised of 
the nature of the proceedings of the state of Maiue, 
he would not have regarded the transaction as requi- 
ring, on his part, any resort to force. Each party 
claiming a right to the territory, and hence to the ex- 
clusive jurisdiction over it, it is manifest that, to 
preventsthe destruction of the timber by tresspassers, 
acting against the authority of both, and at the same 
tine avoid forcible collision between the contignous 
governments during the pendency of negotiations 
concerning the title, resort must be had to the mu- 
tual exercise of jurisdiction in such extreme cases, 
or toan amicable and temporary arrangement as to 
the liinits within which it should be exercised by 
each party. The understanding supposed to exist 
between the United States and Great Britain has 
beer found heretofore sufficient for that purpose, and 
I believe will prove so hereafter, if the parties on 
the frontier, directly interested in the question, are 
respectively governed by a just spirit of conciliation 
and forbearance. If it shall be found, as there is 
now reason to apprehend, that there is, in the modes 
of construing that understanding by the two govern- 
ments, a diflereuce not to be reconciled, I shall not 
hesitate to propose to her Britannic majesty’s govern- 
ment a distinct arrangement for the temporary and 
mutual exercise of jurisdiction, by means of which 
sitnilar difficulties may in future be prevented. 

But between an effort on the part of Maine to 
preserve the property in dispute from destruction 
by intruders, and a military occupation By that 
state of the territory, with a view to hold it by 
force, while the settlement is a subject of nego- 
tiation between the two governments, there is a 
essetitial difference, as well in respect to the posi- 
tion of the state, as to the duties of the general 
government. Ina letter addressed by the secretary 


of state to the governor of Maine, on the Ist of 


March last, giving a detailed statement of the steps 
which had been taken by the federal government 
to bring the controversy to a termination, and de- 
signed to apprise the governor of that state of the 
views of the federal executive, in respect to the fu- 
ture, it was stated, that while the obligations of the 
federal government to do all in its power to effect the 
settlement of the boundary question were fu'ly re- 
cognised, it had, in the event of being unable to do 
so specifically, by mutual consent, no other means 
to accomplish that object amicably, than by ano- 
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B her arbitration, or by a commission with an um- 
Lire 1m the nature of an arbitration; and that in the 
eyent of all other measures failing, the president 

© would feel it his duty to submit another proposition 
io the government of Great Britain, to refer the de- 
cjion of the question to a third power. These are 
still my views upon the subject, and until this step 

Schall have been taken, I cannot think it proper to 
invoke the attention of congress to other than ami- 
cable means for the settlement of the controversy, 
Dor to cause the military power of the federal gov- 
ernment to be brought in aid of the state of Maine, 
jn any attempt to eifect that object by a resort to 

eC. 

e the other hand, if the authorities of New 

Brunswick should attempt to enlorce the claim of 

exclusive jurisdiction set up by them, by means of 

military occupation on their part of the disputed 
erritory, I shall feel myself bound to consider the 
contingency provided by the constitution as having 
occurred, oa tue happening of which a state has the 
iyht to call for the aid of the federal government 

to repel invasion, a 
| have expressed to the British minister near 

this government a confident expectation that the 

»rents of the state of Maine, who have been ar- 

rested under an obvious misapprehension of the 

object of their mission, will be promptly released ; 

Sand to the governor of Maine chat a similar course 

will be pursued in regard to the agents of the pro- 

vince of New Brunswick. I have also recom- 

Smended that any militia that may have been brought 

“together by the state of Maine, from an apprehen- 

Ysion of a collision with the government or people 

of the British province, will be voluntarily and 

eaceabiy disbanded. 
I cannot allow myself to doubt that the results 

‘anticipated from these representations will be sea- 
sonably realized. The parties more immediately 
interested cannot but perceive that an appeal to 
arms, under existing circumstances, will not only 
prove fatal to their present interests, but would 
postpone, if not defeat, the attainment of the main 
objects which they have in view. ‘The very inci- 
dents which have recently occurred will necessa- 
rily awaken the governments to the importance of 
promptly adjusting a dispute, by which it is now 
made manifest that the peace ot the two nations is 
aily aud imminently endangered. This expecta- 
tion is further warranted by the general forbearance 

which has hitherto characterized the conduct of the 

government and people on both sides of the line. 
in the uniform patriotism of Maine, her attachment 

“to the union, her respect for the wishes of the peo- 

‘ple of her sister states, of whose interest in her 

welfare she cannot be unconscious, and, in the so- 

Vicitude felt by the country at large for the preser- 

vation of peace with our neighbors, we have a 

Mstrong guarantee that she will not disregard the re- 
guest that has been made of her. 

As, however, the session of congress is about to 

Merminate, and the agency of the executive may 

become necessary during the recess, it is important 

hat the attention of the legislature should be drawn 
sito the consideration of such measures as may be 

Scalcunlated to obviate the necessity of a call for an 
extra session. With that view, [ have thought it 

mny duty to lay the whole matter before you, and to 

nvite such action thereon as you may think the 


occasion requires. 
M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, 26th February, 1889. 

Mr. Howard moved that the message and accom- 
panying documents be referred to the committee 
on foreign affairs, and be printed; and that the com- 
mittee have liberty to sit during the sittings of the 
house, 

Mr. Waddy Thompson moved the printing of 29,- 
#900 extra copies, and supported the motion by a 
Speech in which he highly commended the ines- 
mage. Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, brietly replied to 
Some remarks of Mr. Thompson’s speech which he 
onsidered as reflecting, in an offensive manner, up- 
onthe house. Mr. Thompson explained. Mr. £- 
tans, of Maine, followed in a long and very anima- 
ted speech, in which he gave a full history of the 
Present difficulty in that state from its origin; sta- 
ted minutely its present condition ; commented 
With some severity on the neglect which had been 
thown by the general governinent to the oft repeat- 
ed representations of that state, in which the pre- 
ent crisis had been represented as inevitable ; ana 



























‘sisted that it was evident fromthe whole tone of 


€ message that the urgency of the case was not 
appreciated. Mr. Howard: remonstrated against 
this crimination of the government a3 necessarily 
leading to a defensive reply, and thus tending to 
Withdraw the attention of the house to a collateral 
Subject, and diverting it from the deeply interesting 
subject of the message. Mr. Evans proceeded 
Some time longer, and when he sat down, Mr. Pe- 





trikin moved the previous question. [Loud cries 
of ** no,” ** no”’—-*- withdraw it,” * wilhdraw it,” 
from ali the jouse.] Mr. Petrikin withdrew his 
motion. Mr. .4dams then addressed the house, en- 
dorsing fully the speech of Mr. Evans, but sugges- 
ting a coustitutional difficulty in relation to the ad- 
vice of the president to the governor of Maine, to 
enter into an explanation and accomimodation with 
the governor of New Brunswick, &c. as a thing 
which a governor of a state was not authorized to 
do, and expressed his hope that an agent of the gov- 
ernment would be appointed to manage such an ar- 
rangement, should it take place, &e. Mr. Crary 
moved the previous question. Mr. Lincoln reques- 
ted him to withdraw the motion, but he refused to 
coinply. ‘The question being taken by tellers, on 
seconding the motion, it was rejected: ayes 48, 
noes 89. 

Mr. Lincoln then addressed the house, and, after 
warm commendations of the message, went at large 
into the general subject. 

He was succeeded by Mr. Cushing, who strenu- 
ously denied the existence of any agreement be- 
tween the two governments that, pending the con- 
troversy, Great Britain was to hold exclusive juris- 
diction over the disputed tersitory, and adverted to 
the aggressive claims of that government, her course 
toward the Indians, and on the northwestern coast, 
&e. 

Messrs. Pickens, Sergeant, and Evereit also ad- 
dressed the house. When the last named gentle- 
man had concluded his remarks, Mr. Whililesey 
demanded the previous question, which was second- 
ed. The main questien was ordered ; and, being 
taken, the message and accompanying documents 
were referred to the committee on joreign relations, 
and ordered to be printed. On motion of Mr. How- 
ard, the said commii‘tee had leave to sit during the 
sessions of the house. On motion of Mr, Evans, 
so much of the report of the land agent of Maine as 
referred to the subject of the message was also or- 
dered to be printed. Mr, Bronson moved to print 
10,000 extra copies of the message and documents, 
but waived the motion for the present. [The de- 
bate on the message will be given at lengtt hereaf- 
ter.] Mr. Cambreleng asked the house again to go 
into comimitlee on the general appropriation bill. 
Mr. Harlan, from the select comiittee appointed 
on the 17th of January to inguire into recent defal- 
cations, asked leave to nake a report. Mr. Cum- 
brelerg objected. The general appropriation bili 
had already kept the cominittee up two nights, and 
he hoped it would be disposed of. It was most itn- 
portant that it should be. Mr. Harlan said if he 
had to set from now until daylight, he would put his 
motion. He moved tosuspend the rule. Mr. Wise 
demanded the yeas and nays on that motion, which 
were ordered ; and, being taken, were yeas 83, nays 
59: (not two-thirds) So the rule was not sus- 
pended. 

The house again went into committee and resum- 
ed the consideration of the general appropriation bill, 
which was further ainended and reported to the 
house—when Mr. Chambers offered an amendment, 
the etlect of which would be to prohibit any collector 
from retaining in his hancs moneys paid under pro- 
test, and requiring him to deposite the saine in bank 
to the credit of the treasurer of the United States. 
The amendment was acopted. The house then 
concurred in the amendments reported from the com- 
mittee, save afew which were reserved for discus- 
sion, which were ordered to be printed. 
moved an adjournment, but withdrew the motion a! 
the request of Mr. Evans, who, by leave, laid on the 
table a communication from governor Fairficld to the 
legislature of Maine, which, he observed, presented 
avery critical state of things there. ‘Lhe reading 
was dispensed with, and the document ordered tc 
be printed for the information of the members. Mr. 
Jenifer, on, leave, offered a resolution calling for cer- 
tain information in relation to the tobacco trade. 

A bill inexplanation of a bill forthe reorzanization 
of the United States marine corps, was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. Ewing, on leave, presented certain joint re- 
solutions of the legislature of Indiana, condemnatory 
of all interference ou the part of free states, and the 
citizens of free states, with the domestic institutions 
or legal regulations of the slave states, which were 
laid upon the table, under the rule applicable thereto. 

Mr. Dawson, from a select committee, made a re- 
port on certain claims of the state of Georgia; which 
wus read and referred. Mr. Bealty moved an ad 
journment, (about half past 10.) Mr. Harlan re- 
quested him to withdraw it, that he might present a 
report from the investigating committee on the 
Swartwout defaleations. Mr, Beatty refusing, Mr. 
Harlan demanded the yeas and nays; which being 
ordered, were taken, and resulted in the negative : 
yeas 45, nays 52. So the house refused to adjourn. 
A callof the house was moved by Mr. Hopkins. Mr. 


Mr. Bell | 


Beirne demanded the yeas and nays. Mr, Wise re- 
monstrated. All the committee desired was to get 
the reportout of their hands into those of the printer. 
Mr. Mercer hoped the report would be received and 
ordered to be printed. Mr. Hopkins withdrew his 
motion for a call. 

Mr. Owens stated that the report of the minority 
would be ready in the morning ; and it being under- 
stood that both reports shouid be presented simulta- 
neously to-morrow morning, 

The house, a little before 11 o’clock, adjourned. 

Wednesduy, Feb. 27. Mr. Harlan, iroim the se- 
lect committee appointed on the 27th of January 
last, to inquire and report as to defalcations of pub- 
lic officers, made a report; when 

Mr. Owens, of the samme committee, on behalf of 
the minority, by leave, submitted a report contain- 


|ing the views of the minority upon the subject mat- 


ters committed tothe committee. Mr. Harlan, on 
bebalf of the committee, moved the reading of the 
conclusions of the comu.ittee; and that 5,060 co- 
pies of the reports with the journal, and 20,000 co- 
pies of the reports without the journal, be printed. 
Mr. Petrikin said he was not opposed to printing, 
but he objected to the reading, unless all the re- 
po:ts were read. And he called for the reading, ac- 
cordingly. Some conversation followed in ditfer- 
ent parts of the house, of which little could be 
heard, owing to the extreme confusion. The Chair 
decided that it was a parliamentary right to call for 
the reading; and, after some further conversation 
on points of order, the clerk proceeded to read the 
report of the majority. The reading was {requent- 
ly interrupted by attempts tosuspend it. Aud, af- 
ter it had proceeded some way, on motion of Mr. 
Owens, all the reports (by general consent) were 
laid on the table; and 5,000 copies thereol, with 
| the journal, and 20,000 copies ot both documents, 
without the journal, were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Hall, trom the select committee, appointed 
on the 24th of January, to inquire into the charac- 
ter and amount of proof which is required by ex- 
isting laws and regulations to establish claims on 
the United States tor revolutionary services in the 
Virginia continental and state lines and navy, and 
whether any and what further legislative piovisions 
be necessary in regard to the node of adjusting and 
allowing claims for such services, made a report 
thereon, adverse to further appropriations for the 
satisfaction of said wariants, and moved that it be 
laid on the table, and that the report and docuirents 
be printed. Mr. Taliaferro asked a division of the 
question. Mr. Wise urged that the question should 
not be taken now, as a colleague of his, and a mem- 
ber of the committee, (not now in his seat,) was 
preparing his protest ayainst this report, by which 
great injustice, he contended, was done, and he 
wished to have that protest printed together with 
the report. And the report was laid on the table. 
The question recurring on the motion to print, 
suine remarks followed from Messrs. Tuliaferro, 
Craig, Hall, and Wise. When, with a view to 
save the time of the house, now so precious, 
| Mr. Stanly moved to lay the motion to print on the 
table. Mr. Briggs, as a member of the committee, 
appealed to Mr. Stanly to withdraw the motion. 
Mr. Stanly not consenting, Mr. Grennel asked the 
yeas and nays on the motion to Jay the motion to 
print on the table, which were ordered; and, being 
taken, were—yeas 43, nays 127. So the motion to 
lay the motion to print on the table was rejected; 
and the question recurring on the motion to print, 
before further action was taken, the speaker an- 
nounced the expiration of the morning hour. 

On leave, Mr. Cumbreleng offered a sesolution 
fixing the hour of meeting at 10 o’clock, and pro- 
viding that the house take a recess from $ to half 
past 4. Some ainendments being offered, Mr. Cum- 
breleng moved the previous question, which was 
seconded, the main question was ordered ; and the 
resolution was adopted, (and takes effect as to the 
recess this day.) On leave, Mr. Adams presented 
certain joint resolutions from the legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts on the subject of the salt duty. Laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. ‘he Specker 
laid before the house a letter from the secretary of 
war, transmitting reports of the commissary gene- 
ral of the armny, and the commissioner of Indian af- 
fairs, together with document No. 78 of the house 
of representatives, 2d ses. 25th congress, contain- 
ing the information called for by a resolution of the 
house of representatives of the 28th ult. 

A letter from the secretary of war, in answer to 
a resolution of the house of representatives of the 
2ist of January last, calling for information as to 
the nursber of Cherokee Indians now residing in 
North Caroiina, &c. 

A letter fiom the secretary of war, transmitting 
the information required by a resolution of the 
house of representatives of the I4tb uit. in relation 
to the improvement of Little Egg Harbor. 
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The house resumed the consideration of the gene- 
ral appropriation bill, which had been reported froin 
the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, the question being on concurring in cer- 
tain amendments made thereto in comiuttee, and 
which had been reserved for special question. 

The amendments occupied the attention of the 
house until the hour of recess. 

; EVENING SESSION. 

The hoase met after recess, when the general ap- 
propriation bili was again considered and further 
amended. Mr. Cumbreleng moved the previous 
question. Mr. Garland, ot Louisiana, asked him 
to withdraw the motion, reminding him of a pledge 
given by him on a former day that he would not 
make this motion till Mr, G. shouid have had an op- 
portunity of renewing in the house certain aimend- 
ments moved by him in committee. Mr. Cambre- 
leng denied that he was under any such pledge. 
Mr, Garland replied with great warmth, and in 
somewhat intemperate terms, which, however, were 
indistinctly heard by the reporter amidst the cries 
of * order !’? ** order!” and the general confusion 
of thehouse. Mr. Williams, of N.C., moved a call 
of the house ; which motion prevailiag, the house 
was called. 129 members having answered to their 
names, the absentees were called, when 157 mem- 
bers were found to be present. The call was then 
suspended. ‘The previous question was seconded by 
yeasand nays: yeas 113, nays47. Itwasthen put, 
and carried. 

Mr. Connor demanded the yeas and nays; but 
the house refused to order them; when the bill 
was read a third time by its title, and passed. 

Mr. Garland apologized to the house for the in- 
temperate expressions be had used towards Mr. 
Cambreleng, stating that the latter had come to his 
seat, and stated that he had forgotten having given 
the pledge, though afterwards convinced it had 
been given, as Mr. G. had stated. 

(Cries of ** well done!” ** handsome !”’] 

‘Lhe following message, and memorandum, were 
received from the president of the United States: 


Washington, Feb. 27, 1839. 
To the house of representatives of the United Stales : 

I transmit to congress copies of various other doc- 
uments received from the governor of Maine, rela- 
ting to the dispute between that state and the pro- 
vince of New Brunswick, whicli formed the subject 
ot my message of the 26th instant, and also a copy 
of a memorandum signed by the secretary of state 
of the United States and her Britannic majesty’s 
envoy extraordinary and iinister plenipotentiary 
near the United States, of the terms upon which it 
is believed all collision can be avoided on the fron- 
tier, consistently with, and respecting the claims on 
either side. As the British minister acts without 
specific authority from his governinent, it will be 
observed that this memorandum has but the force of 
recommendation onthe provincial authorities and on 


the government of the state. 
M. VAN BOREN. 


MEMORANDUM. 

Her majesty’s authorities consider it to have been 
understood and agreed upon by the two governments 
that the territory in dispute between Great Britain 
and the United States, on the northeastern frontier, 
should remain exclusively under British jurisdic- 
tion until the final settlement of the boundary ques- 
tion. 

The United States government have not under- 
stood the above agreement in the same sense, but 
consider, on the contrary, that there has been no 
agreement whatever for the exercise, by Great 

rilain, of exclusive jurisdiction over the disputed 
territory, or any portion thereof, but a mutual un- 
derstanding that, pending the negotiation, the juris- 
diction then exercised by either party, over sinail 
portions of the territory in dispute, should not be 
enlarged, but be eontinued merely for the preserva- 
tion of local tranquillity and the public property, 
both forbearing as far as practicable to exert any 
authority, and, when any should be exercised by 
either, placing upon the conduct of each other the 
most favorable construction. 

A complete understanding upon the question, 
thus placed at issue, of present jurisdiction, can only 
be arrived at by friendly discussion between the 
governments of the United States and Great Britain ; 
and, as it is confidently hoped that there will be an 
early settlement of the question, this subordinate 

oint of difference can be of but little moment. 

In the mean time the governor of the province of 
New Brunswick and the governinent of ihe state of 
Maine will act as follows: Her majesty’s officers 
will not seek to expel by military force the armed 
party which has been sent by Maine into the dis- 
trict bordering on the Aroostook river; but the gov- 
ernment of Maine will voluntarily, and without 
needless delay, withdraw beyond the bounds of the 





disputed territory any armed force now within 
them ; and, if future necessity should arise for dis- 
pers ng notorious trespassers, or protecting public 
property from depredation by armed force, the ope- 
ration shall be conducted by concert, jointly or se- 
parately, according to agreements between the gov- 
ernments of Maine and New Bruaswick. 

The civil officers in the service, respectively, of 
New Brunswick and Maine, who have been taken 
into custody by the opposite parties, shall be re- 
leased. 

Nothing in this memorandum shall be construed 
to fortify or (o weaken in any respect whatever, the 
claim of either party to the ultimate possession of 
the disputed territory. 

The minister plenipotentiary of her Britannic 
majesty having vo specific authority to make any 
arrangement on the subject, the undersigned can 
only recommend, a3 they now earnestly do, to the 
governments of New Brunswick and Maine, to re- 
gulate their future proceedings according to the 
terms hereinbefore set forth, until the final settle- 
nent of the territorial dispute, or until the govern- 
ments of the United States and Great Britain shall 
come to some definite conclusion on the subordinate 
point upor which they are now at issue. 

JOHN FORSYTH secretary of state 
of the United States of North America. 

H. 8S. FOX, H. B. M. envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary. 

Washington, February 27, 1839. 

The message and memorandum having been 
read, Mr. Evans addressed the house. at length. 

‘The navy appropriation bill having come back 
from the senate with some amendments, 

Mr. Cambreleng moved its reference to the com- 
inittee of the whole on the state of the union, which 
was agreed to. 

On bss motion the house then went into commit- 
tee of the whole, (Mr. Ingham in the chair,) and 
took up the bill to prevent and suppress Indian hos- 
tilities, which was amended, and laid aside. In the 
course of the debate, Mr. W. C. Johnson, on urging 
the propriety of laying aside the above bill, that 
some of the many other bills before the house might 
be taken up, alluded to the great loss of time in 
debate, and to the excellent practice in the British 
house of commons of coughing members down on 
certain occasions; a rule which he thought might 
be most properly applied here. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, the committee took 
up the bill providing for the erection of a fire-proof 
tuilding for the use of the general post office de- 
partment, which was amended ; but a count having 
been made upon a motion of Mr. Rencher providing 
that not more than one architect be employed, the 
cumnmittee was found to be without a quorum. 

After various motions the committee rose and 
reported that fact to the house. 

A call of the house was moved, and negatived by 
yeas 538, nays 80; when a quorum being preseni, 
Mr. Ingham resumed the chair of the committee of 
the whole. 

And the amendment of Mr. Rencher was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, the committee took up 
a bill for the erection of military works on our north- 
eastern frontier: (it appropriates to that object 
#100,000. ) 

Mr. W. C. Johnson inquired what was meant by 
the phrase ‘* military works,” in the bill. 

Mr. McKay, chairman of the committee on mili- 
tary affairs, explained the grounds of the bill. 

Mr. Johnson then went at length into a speech in 
favor of the erection of a United States armory for 
the founding of cannon, in which he quoted the re- 
port of the ordnance bureau, from which it uppeared 
that 1,178 guns were needed to man new forts alrea- 
dy erected, 2,578 for works in a process of construc- 
tion, 782 for forts now rebuilding, 3,606 for other 
works projected, but not yet commenced ; making, in 
all, 13,320 pieces of ordnance, exclusive of what were 
needed for the navy. 

He then stated the guns now on hand, which 
were 1,000 heavy cannon and mortars, not much 
more than half of which were fit for use ; 935 in 
forts, 1,219 in depot, 132 ucder contract to be cast ; 
making in all 2,304; thus leaving a deficit of 11,- 
017 pieces, aside from the navy and field trains. 

He stated the vondition of the guns now mounted 
in our forts; the want of new mortars similar to 
those used by the French in the late siege and de- 
molition of the castle of St. Juan de Ulloa, in Mex- 
ico; and the introduction of similar mortars into 
the British service. He then quoted the recom- 


| mendations ofan armory by various presidents, and 


urged the measure with much zeal. 

ir. Cambreleng moved for the rising of the com- 
mittee; which motion prevailing, the committee 
thereupon rose, and reported the bills which had 
been acted upon to the house ; which, at about half 
past 11, thereupon adjourned. 





Thursday, Feb. 28. After the consideration , 
some business which shall be noticed in the next 
“Reoister,” Mr. Howard, on leave, frow, th 


committee on foreign relations, reported the follow. 4 


ing bill, accompanied by a report, [to be Siven jp 
our next. 


A BILL giving to the president of the United g., 
additional pat for the defence of the uns 
States, in certain cases, against invasion, and for Oiher 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of 
of the United States of America in congress assembled 

That the president of the United States be, anq he 

































































































hereby is, authorized to resist any attempt on jf 


part of Great Britain to enforce, by arms, her Clain 
to exclusive jurisdiction ever that part of the g;, 
of Maine which isin dispute between the United S:aig 
and Great Britain; and, for that purpose, to employ th 
naval and military forces of the United States and sy, 
portions of the militia as he may deem it advisable j 
call into service. 


Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That, in the even, 
of actual invasion of the territory of the United Siate 
by any foreign power, or of imminent danger of gy¢} 
invasion discovered, in his opinion, to exist, before cop, 
gress can be convened to act upon the subject, tly 
president of the United Siates be, and he hereby ; 
a'thorized, in addition to the present military establish. 
ment of the United States, to raise a provisional fore, 
to be enlisted for five years, or during the continuance 
of hostilities with any foreign power, not exceeuing or 
regiment of dragoons, one regiment of artillery, tw, 
regiments of riflemen, and sixteea regiments of infan;, 
ry, to be organized, in al! respects, like the correspond. 
ing regiments now im service ; and, also, 
exceeding one major general, four brigadiers gener 
and not exceeding one surgeon and one assisiant sy 
geon fur each new regiment; the regiments, gener] 
and medical officers to be subject to the same layy 
and rules, and to be entitled to the same benefits, of evey 
kind, with the like corps and officers now in service; ay4 
it shall be the duty of the president to discharge ly 
troops which may be raised by virtue of this act whe». 
ever the occasion for them, as defined by this act, shy 
cease to exist. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in the ever 
of either of the contingencies provided in the first sce. 
tion of this act, the president of the United States shal 
be authorized to complete the public armed vessels now 
authorized by law, and to equip, man, and employ, j 
actual service, all the naval force of the United Siates, 


Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That the sumd 
placed at his disposal for the purpose of executing the 
provisions of this act; to provide for which the secre 
tary of the treasury is authorized to borrow money on 
the credit of the United States, and to cause to be is 
sued certificates of stock, signed by the register of the 
treasury, for the sum to be borrowed, or any part there 
of; and the same to be suld upon the best terms tha 
may be offered after public notice for proposals for thy 
same, Provided, That no engagement or contract shal 
be entered into which shall preclude the United Sita 
from reimbursing any sum or sums thus borrowed af 
ter the expiration of five years from the first of January 
next; and that the rate of interest shall not exceed fi 
per cent., payable semi-ennually. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sumd 
eighteen thousand dollars be, and the same is herby, 
appropriated, out of any money in the treasury ne 
otherwise appropriated, for outfit and salary of a specid 
minister to Great Britain: Provided, The president 4 
the United States shall deem it expedient to appoint tlt 
same. 

The bill, as well as the report, having been real, 
Mr. H. moved that they be referred to the commit 
tee of the whole on the state of the union, be matt 
the special order of the day for to-morrow at]! 
o’clock, and that they be printed. A debate nov 
ensued in which Messrs. Howard, Adams, Evais 
and Legare, participated. Finally, as an easy mote 
of making any alterations that might be advisable, 
Mr. Evans suggested that the report should be 
printed under the superintendence of the commit 
tee. Mr. Howcerd accepted the suggestion, and 
modified bis motion accordingly; and, thereupo, 
the bill and report were referred to the coimmillet 
of the whole on the state of the nnion, were made 
the special order of the day for to morrow, (Ft: 
day,) at 11 o’clock, to take precedence over @ 
other business, and were ordered to be printed ul 


der the superintendence of the committee on foreig’ 


affairs. Mr. W. C. Johnson moved the printing ° 
20.000 extra copies of the bill and report, doct 
ments, &c. but, on the suggestion of Mr. Looms, 
modified the motion to 10,000; and, after some [e¥ 
remarks, the motion was considered and agreed !0 
The house then again went into committee ; and, 


on motion of Mr. &. Garland, the committee too*} 


up the bill pending, for the taking of the next ce 
sus. ‘The bill having been read, Mr. R&. Garland 
moved two additional sections, which were agre 
to. Various amendments were offered, and somé 
progress had been made in the bill, when, the hou! 
of 3 having arrived, the house took a recess. 
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